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this Church, with its First Presidency, its
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, of High
Priests, of Seventies, its Bishopric, &c.,
the most perfect. It is one great whole,
and perfect in all its parts. That First
Presidency have called around them men
to aid and assist in carrying on the busi-
ness requisite in rolling forth this work,
to build up cities and temples, and to as-
sist in counseling and leading the people.

Then does it not become our duty to
rally round the standard raised by that
Presidency, and to sustain and uphold
them? I think it does; and it is more par-
ticularly to this point that I wish to di-
rect the attention of the congregation.

Our cause affords sufficient occupa-
tion to absorb the attention, energies,
and ability of every man and woman
in the world, aside from the few who
embrace the faith. We will say, then,
that whatever the First Presidency wish
to accomplish should be sustained; and
they should be supported by the entire
mass of the people, in order that the peo-
ple may be united, and that all opera-
tions may be carried out as directed from
day to day.

We expect to build up the kingdom of
God on the earth, that we may have ac-
cess to the courts of heaven and partic-
ipate in those endowments and exalta-
tions in this life and in the life to come
which we anticipate. Do the people un-
derstand, or do they not, that it is their
privilege and duty to devote all they
have, as well as their energy and abil-
ity, for the furtherance of this Gospel?
It sometimes appears to me that if they
understood this matter in the light in
which I do, the First Presidency would
not be so burdened with debt as they
now are. Many are probably not so
well acquainted with the business oper-
ations of the Church as I am; for they
are not appointed to specially operate in
that department. Last season's opera-
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tions in the emigration of the poor cre-
ated over fifty-three thousand dollars in-
debtedness, which was rolled in upon
the Presidency to meet here. In whose
hands are these means? In the hands of
those who have been brought here, and
the brethren who have lent them come
with their drafts to draw the pay. The
past season has been financially disas-
trous; and when disasters visit the peo-
ple, they affect the heads of the Church,
who feel them more sensibly than do
any other part of the community. Large
numbers of cattle perished on the Plains,
our crops were destroyed by drought
and grasshoppers, and many cattle and
horses died during the winter. These
losses have materially curtailed the re-
sources of the Church, and it had not
funds with which to promptly meet all
indebtedness. Worse than all, most of
the creditors require every dollar to be
paid in money, and that, too, forthwith;
the amounts must be forthcoming in
money. Suppose we say that the Emi-
grating Fund Company are responsible
for their debts, and should be; but what
are their resources? It is well known that
they consist of the debts which are held
against those who have been assisted,
and the cattle and wagons with which
they came. Unless these debts are col-
lected, and the oxen and wagons turned
into money, how can the Company meet
their liabilities, so long as only cash will
be taken in payment? There has been no
sale for this kind of property by which
money could be realized; and the poor,
who have been assisted, have not been
in a situation to refund the money which
has been expended in their transporta-
tion. Wherefore it is easy to comprehend
what becomes of the means of the Per-
petual Emigrating Company. The whole
weight of indebtedness falls upon the
President, when at the same time he is
not obliged by law or by any fair, reason-



