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as many as he does. I have observed

one thing—the poor, the weak, and af-

flicted I never knew him to turn away:

he will always condescend to their small-

est wishes. It is a great burden upon

him, and I can tell the people that it is

wearing heavily upon him. Let any per-

son, if he wishes to comprehend the mat-

ter fully, tax his mind to the utmost in a

thousand different ways in a day, seek-

ing to advise and counsel for the best

good of those who apply to him, and he

will find that it will fast wear him down

to the grave.

The power of faith and the blessings

of the Almighty sustain our President.

Were it not for them, no man on earth

could perform the labor he performs; and

I believe that no other man ever did.

Circumstances render it impossible

to go on with the Public Works. We have

work enough to do, but we have not pro-

visions to give the laborer. It is unpleas-

ant to stop the Public Works, not only

because it retards improvement, but be-

cause those who have been laboring on

the works look to that quarter for their

subsistence. Many who have labored

there are without breadstuff or anything

to eat; and they think that if they can get

to work as formerly, they will get food.

The only wonder to me is that anything

has been left until now, and there is not

much. We have to get along from hand

to mouth in order to conduct matters on

the present limited scale, and are obliged

to stop operations until after harvest. It

is the counsel of the First Presidency for

every one to be diligent in raising grain

and other products of the soil, that we

may replenish the granaries and store-

house, and have food to sustain the la-

borers.

The everyday duties of life are the

ones which are particularly incumbent

on the Saints; and it is for them to

be humble and perform their duties

faithfully, and the great work of the last

days will go on. It is rolling forth with

magnitude and power, and these small

appearing matters are as important as

anything else towards the accomplish-

ment of that end.

We have a few business operations

that we would be pleased to keep in mo-

tion, if we could get the provisions with

which to do so. In this connection I will

make a few remarks touching the De-

seret News. Is it not a good paper? And

are not the people edified and profited by

it? How do they pay for it? There is not

enough received on subscription to sus-

tain the hands who publish it—the com-

positors, and pressmen, and others nec-

essarily engaged upon it. I know this fact

from what little knowledge I have of that

department, although that is not partic-

ularly the department I have much to do

with. Subscriptions are paid in every-

thing except provisions and money, and

other valuable articles requisite in pub-

lishing a paper.

Aside from that, there are not one-

fourth as many papers subscribed for as

there should be, and then paid for in

good available means, at least so far as

each one might be able. About 4,000

papers are now issued, and certainly

12,000 should be. Then it might be af-

forded cheaper and be paid for promptly;

and the people can easily pay for it,

because EVERYTHING THAT CAN BE

THOUGHT OF is taken in payment.

Why do not the people sustain their pa-

per more liberally? They will do some

good by doing that both to themselves

and the cause. A new volume is now

commencing, and I recommend those

who take it to continue to do so, and

to use an exertion to have their neigh-

bors take it. And let those who re-

alize its value procure subscribers and

send in their names, accompanied with

the pay, so far as possible, and that

will help to sustain the paper. What


