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makes me think and speak of it? Sim-

ply this: There are men who work on

it that are weak, through want of suit-

able provision, insomuch that working

off the 4,000 per week is too hard for

them. They are now rationed on half a

pound of breadstuff per day, and they be-

gin to look sickly and to sink under the

labor, for want of more food. We have to

give extra rations for extra work, on ac-

count of having to carve so closely. Then

why not come on with six dollars in ad-

vance for the new volume, that the men

who work on it may have something to

administer to their health and comfort

from week to week?

Has there been means enough in the

hands of those who attend to that de-

partment to sustain it? No: they have

had to call upon the Church for aid. The

subscribers have failed to furnish provi-

sion enough to feed the men actually at

work on the paper, or money with which

to purchase it. There are many who have

available means, but do not take the pa-

per. They could and should take it and

pay for it. I am satisfied of this.

It is the wish of the President that

the Big Cottonwood canal be completed

this spring. When provisions are again

plenty, we may set men to quarrying

rock for the Temple, and the canal be

prepared for its transportation. It is

desirable to have this work done with

labor-tithing, particularly so far as the

laborers can furnish themselves. Let the

Bishops call out the brethren to com-

plete that work as speedily and as ex-

tensively as it can be done without inter-

fering with tilling the soil, that it may

be timely secured against high water.

These are some of the labors which the

First Presidency desire to carry out, and

everybody should respond and manifest,

by their performances, their faith con-

cerning them.

I am not much of a hand to go into

the mysteries, or to strive to peep into

futurity, to see how this or that is go-

ing to be done in the world to come, and

to strive to find out how high an exal-

tation I am going to attain to. Those

are matters that do not concern me at

all. I have no uneasiness on those sub-

jects. I have always felt that if I did

my duty from day to day, and remained

faithful to the end, I should get a re-

ward that would be perfectly satisfactory

to me, whatever it might be: therefore I

never concern myself about what is go-

ing to be my reward in future life. It

was sufficient for me, when I learned this

faith, that I might be permitted to have

a name among the Saints, be numbered

with them, have the opportunity of show-

ing by my works whether I was a Saint

of the Most High God, and be permitted

to assist my brethren, and do what little

I could for the rolling forth of this king-

dom, and building it up, regardless of

the consequences in the future, and per-

form those duties set before me from day

to day with the best ability and talent I

could command, devoting myself exclu-

sively to the building up of this kingdom.

That is the way in which I at first

looked at "Mormonism," and it is the way

I have looked at it ever since. I am so

strong in the belief of the doctrine, that

I recommend every one of the brethren

and sisters to look at it in the same light

in which I do. It is the all-absorbing topic

with me; and it is no matter what I am

called to do in this work, it is for the

sake of truth—no matter how tired and

fatigued I may be, it is for the sake of

truth.

The more we can do, so much the bet-

ter; for it is our duty, nothing more—it is

our privilege, nothing less. And it is one

of the greatest privileges that has ever

been extended to the children of men.

That privilege is a blessing which should

be appreciated, and which I have often


