
found was not sufficiently so, by some por-
tions of the people. I have known people 
applying for inducements to dwell among 
this community, asking, “Can I get a living, 
in case I obey the truth? Shall I be sustained 
in my profession as a lawyer, teacher, etc.?” 
as though that had anything to do with the 
question—as though “Mormonism” must 
support and sustain them. It will do it, it 
is true; but it is their business to do all they 
can to sustain and promote that.

The heavens are ready to shower down 
blessings, if the people are ready to receive 
and sufficiently appreciate them. The rea-
sons that we have not the blessings of the 
Almighty in greater abundance arise from 
the fact that we are not at present capable 
of receiving more. When and where have 
this people ever seen the day when they 
have not had just as much labor to perform 
as they could stand under? I have never 
seen that day, and I do not expect to.

Then let us firmly bear up our shoul-
ders, and nobly bear off the kingdom. It is 
our work, if we will do it. The Lord wants 
us to do it: it is a privilege he has extended 
to us. We have this to perform, and he is 
letting the duty rest upon our shoulders as 
fast as we are able to bear it. Shall we com-
plain that it does not come fast enough? 
Let us gird up our loins and go forth in the 
strength of the Almighty, and accomplish 
the work as rapidly as we can.

The Lord has set his hand to gather his 
people. Then let us realize the good he has 
called us to perform, and be more diligent to 
do his will. Let us exert ourselves in this work 
to the utmost, and be more humble, faithful, 
and diligent, and the labor will increase, in-
asmuch as we are able to do more. Who does 
not wish to see a Temple reared? Whose 
hearts would not leap for joy to see that 
structure going up? Then let us go to with

all our might and raise grain; and when we 
raise it, let us be careful how we use those 
blessings, and not, as in times past, treat 
them lightly and tread them under our feet.

Let us improve, in this particular, as in 
all other duties, and the blessings of the 
Almighty will be continued with us in 
greater abundance as we progress. Let us do 
all we can to sustain the Presidency in the 
operations they wish carried out. Let us re-
spond to their calls when made, and abide 
the counsel given from time to time. Let us 
live unitedly and shape our lives according 
to the Gospel, both in the sight of our God 
and our brethren. Let us put away quarrel-
ling and contention, and be willing to edify 
and counsel one another.

Let us do these things, and remain 
prayerful and humble before the Lord, 
and see if he will not pour out a blessing 
greater than we have ever yet enjoyed. But 
when the blessing comes, there is the dan-
ger. Let us remember that we are always 
dependent on the great God, the giver of 
all good. Do the world realize this? He will 
make this people know it, and make them 
understand that they are, whether he does 
the world or not.

If the past will not suffice, we shall be 
chastened until we do understand that we 
are dependent on Him, and that we have 
to walk by faith. Can we walk by faith? 
He is trying some of us, I think. Do you 
feel afraid that you will not have plenty to 
eat? I never do. I recollect a circumstance 
that took place with myself in 1849. I was 
living in a family of twelve persons, and 
we were out of provisions. A neighbor, 
whose family was sick, informed me that 
he had not anything in the house to eat. 
I told him to call and I would give him 
some flour. I went out to get some bread-
stuff, and when I was out he called. My 
sister-in-law told him to call again. When
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