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I made him that promise, I did not know

where the flour was coming from, and

there was not half as good a chance as

there is now. When he called again, I had

the flour for him. In that way we lived,

and I felt no uneasiness about where the

next meal was coming from. We had to

ration ourselves, and had something ev-

ery time we needed it. If the brethren

would feel that way, I think they would

save themselves much anxiety.

I think if the people will exercise

their faith as well as their works, and

use every means in their power, that

they will be able to manage pretty well,

with the help of their Teachers and Bish-

ops. I am not in the least concerned

but what there are provisions among

the community sufficient to carry us

through, if a proper disposition is made

of them, and economy is adhered to by

all. I have no uneasiness on this mat-

ter, and recommendmy brethren to have

none.

I would recommend to every individ-

ual a proper diligence in providing; and

if the brethren who have would open

their hearts and distribute in wisdom,

it would be a very good thing; and I

know that they do in a great measure.

Some are apt, at times, to make com-

plaints against those who have a little

grain stored away, if the owners do not

deal it out to suit their notions. Some

will complain of the person who is doing

his best to accommodate them. Though

there may, sometimes, be cause for com-

plaint, at other times, when the matter

is fairly scanned, there is no cause.

I am rejoiced with being able to

say that there are not many in our

midst who would refuse to divide to

the last crumb they have, even if they

did not know where the next was com-

ing from. Hence, the people may

feel encouraged (those who are desti-

tute), because they have assurance of

faith that, so long as food is among

the community, they will have a part

of it. I speak of these things, that the

inexperienced may have their faith in-

creased, and that they may feel to rejoice

that they are as well situated as they

are, amid Saints of the Most High, and

that the Lord loves them while showing

them that they are dependent upon Him.

He has work for us to do. Do we

realize that we are the persons he has

called to do it? That we are in his hands,

and that he is teaching us from day to

day by his Prophets, and servants, and

his hand-dealings towards us? If we do

not realize this, should we not? Remem-

ber that it is our Governor who governs,

rules, controls, and directs all matters

for the best interests of this people. Then

let us be submissive and humble in his

hands, like clay in the hands of the pot-

ter, and let him mold us to his likeness.

If we will do this, the Lord will bless

us; and if we appreciate his blessings, he

will continue them.

Do you not know that he delights to

give good gifts to his children, more than

any of us do to our children? Do you not

know that the heavens are full of bless-

ings designed for this people? Then why

do we not uniformly walk in the paths of

righteousness, that we may continue to

be the people of the Lord's choice, to do

his work in the last days, and give him

the honor and glory? Who can rise up

and say, in their own minds, I have done

this; this is my work? No—the Lord has

done it. And if we are privileged to be

his humble instruments, let us be satis-

fied with that honor. Let us put on the

harness and work a work of faith, for the

interest of the kingdom of God upon the

earth. This is my exhortation.

I know that this Gospel is true,

and I feel to bear my testimony that

Joseph Smith was a Prophet of the


