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15th day of May, 1829, he and Oliver
Cowdery received the Aaronic Priest-
hood, and according to commandment
they baptized each other. Then on the
6th day of April following, the Church
was organized, and the work of God es-
tablished on the earth, no more to be
rooted out of it.

What must have been the feelings of
the Prophet, when the moment he be-
gan to unbosom his thoughts, and to tell
what the Lord had done for him, the
Christian world began to mock and de-
ride him! The Devil opposed him, wicked
men opposed him, and there was a spirit
among the people to kick against the
work of God; and there were whole com-
munities that were opposed to the doc-
trine of administration of angels; and,
consequently, his path was rugged and
thorny. Sometimes he would come across
individuals who would listen to his mes-
sage and would receive his testimony.
This made his soul rejoice, to see that
there were some persons who would re-
ceive the words of eternal life.

True, in the commencement, this
Church was small; and I frequently re-
flect upon what has come to pass in the
world since God spake to Joseph the
Seer; I also look at what has taken place
with this people; and I can clearly see
the fulfillment of the word of God spo-
ken by the angel to Joseph before the
Church was organized. The angel fore-
told the very scenery that I behold today;
and from that time to the present, this
people have been fulfilling what the an-
gel told the Prophet would come to pass,
after he gave to him the plates contain-
ing the record of the Book of Mormon.
We are daily working for the fulfillment
of those things that were predicted from
twenty-five to thirty years ago. These
very things that we are now witness-
ing, both in relation to our friends and
our enemies, are in fulfillment of those
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promises made in the commencement of
this work.

The Prophet's heart was made glad,
while he lived among us, in behold-
ing the signs of the times; and there
are many here today who remember the
early days of this Church and kingdom.
Some of the first Elders in this Church
who went up to Kirtland to see the
Prophet were made to rejoice in his so-
ciety. The Saints who were gathered
together were so few that they might
all have been put in a small school-
house; but wherever the Gospel had been
preached, some few had been brought
to a knowledge of its truth, and occa-
sionally a few had been gathered up to
Kirtland—perhaps one of a family, and
two of a city.

When brother Brigham and brother
Joseph Young went up to see the
Prophet, they found him chopping wood,;
for he was a laboring man, and gained
his bread by the sweat of his brow. They
made themselves acquainted with him.
He received them gladly, invited them
to his house, and they rejoiced together
in the Gospel of Christ, and their hearts
were knitted together in the spirit and
bond of union.

Those of us who gathered to Kirtland,
in the early days of the Church, can re-
member the scenes which happened in
those days. I well remember the time
when I first met with the Saints in Kirt-
land: it was in the spring of 1834. 1
had never joined any Church previous to
hearing this Gospel, and the first sermon
I ever heard was preached by brother
Zera Pulsipher, one of the senior Presi-
dents of the Seventies, and my heart was
made glad. I embraced the Gospel, for I
knew it was the first Gospel sermon that
I had ever heard in my life. I was bap-
tized by brother Pulsipher; and shortly
afterwards brother Parley P. Pratt came
along to gather up the warriors of



