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The Elders that are called in this

Church, you can notice in them the spirit

and disposition to preach the Gospel and

redeem the people from sin, tradition,

and error. At the commencement of the

Church, the Lord gave revelations to the

Church and to individuals, through the

Prophet, to tell themwhat to do—be bap-

tized, ordained, go on missions, and any-

thing that was required at their hands;

and hence you can see in the Book of Doc-

trine and Covenants revelations given to

Martin Harris, Parley P. Pratt, Orson

Pratt, the Whitmers, and many others,

calling them to go forth and preach the

Gospel to the world. In those revelations

are promised many great and glorious

things, and the pattern is given and the

foundation laid for a great and mighty

work—a work not to be accomplished in

ten, twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty years,

but a work that embraces the gather-

ing together of all things which are to be

saved, both in heaven and on earth, and

the establishing of the kingdom of God,

to remain forever; and the Lord said,

You are laying the foundation for a great

and mighty work. But we did not un-

derstand or comprehend its extent. He

called upon us to go forth and warn the

world of the judgments to come, and to

call upon them to learn the ways of righ-

teousness, and to walk therein; and what

has been the result?

Every man that has embraced it,

whose heart was honest before God, has

been inspired by the Spirit of God; he

has been ready to engage in the work, to

shoulder the knapsack, and go forth and

preach this Gospel to all people when-

ever an opportunity presented itself; and

the first Elders of this Church did preach

diligently and faithfully, and many re-

ceived the word with gladness and re-

joiced in the truth.

Finally, brother Heber C. Kimball

was called to go to England, as you

learn by the Church history; and he laid

the foundation of a great work, as the an-

gel declared to Joseph should be the case.

The words of life that were engraven

upon those plates have been preached to

almost all nations; and have not the peo-

ple had an opportunity of hearing? They

have, in a great degree; for the servants

of the Lord have been inspired to go

forth and bear a true and faithful testi-

mony to the nations of the earth, and the

isles of the sea, and have preached unto

them the Gospel of Christ; and what has

been the consequence? The words of the

Lord have been fulfilled to the very let-

ter; for wherever this Gospel has been

preached there have been hypocrites, the

wicked and ungodly, and there also have

been the honest and the meek of the

earth; and whoever have received this

testimony, been baptized for the remis-

sion of sins, and received the laying on

of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost,

have had their minds enlightened, and

they have looked forward with an eye of

faith to see the fulfillment of what God

has promised.

Have we, as a Church, been disap-

pointed in anything? No, we have not;

but the Lord has fulfilled his promises in

relation to the things of his kingdom.

The Lord has chosen men like Joseph

and Hyrum, the Smith family, and the

Twelve Apostles; and they have been

humble men in this Church and king-

dom; and almost all the officers have

been called from the laboring class, from

the plough, from the hammer and the

anvil, and from nearly every occupation;

and their words have pierced the hon-

est in heart, for they have had all the

power, blessings, and knowledge which

the Lord has given unto them, and

they have given the honor and glory

to God. I will venture to say there

is no people upon the earth who have


