EARLY EVENTS OF THE CHURCH, ETC.

been picked up as we have been, for we
have been gathered from all religions
and sects.

The Elders have gone forth teaching
and baptizing the people; they have laid
their hands upon the sick and healed
them, cast out devils, and had power
to do all those things which the Lord
has promised unto believers. Wherever
the people have received the truth, the
signs have followed—the lame have been
made to walk, the deaf to hear, the blind
to see; fevers have been rebuked, and
the elements have been subject to the El-
ders of Israel. Where is there a man who
has gone out to preach the Gospel who
has not been constrained by the Spirit to
warn the people, as messengers of salva-
tion, of the judgments that are coming
upon the earth?

We have been called upon to warn all
who came in our way, including kings,
rulers, the rich, and learned, as well as
the poor and humble. It is true that the
Lord might have enlightened the minds
of the rulers, the rich, and learned, and
chosen them to have performed his work
in the establishment of his Church upon
the earth. But he never has seen fit to
work through that channel; but he has
ever chosen the poor and humble as his
messengers upon the earth.

There is another thing which I de-
sire to allude to, and that is the very
excellent discourse we have heard to-
day, and the testimony of the servants
of God in relation to our present posi-
tion. The opposition that we have had
and the persecutions we have passed
through have been alluded to by brother
Taylor, and all those matters are in ful-
fillment of what the angel told brother
Joseph; and as long as Satan rules in
the world, this spirit of mobocracy will
manifest itself, even until the scenery
shall be wound up, and until He who
holds the keys of the bottomless pit
shall bind him with a chain, cast him
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into the pit, and shut him up, and put a
seal upon him.

We expect this. It is what we are
looking for; and yet we, above all peo-
ple, have reason to rejoice. We have rea-
son to rejoice in Him who stands at the
helm, and who has nourished and sus-
tained this kingdom from the beginning.
The God of heaven has never forsaken
this work, but he has ever backed up his
servants, and opened their way before
them.

How the soul of the Prophet rejoiced
when he beheld the work of God spread-
ing abroad in the earth, the truth re-
ceived by the children of men, and the
promises of God verified to the letter in
the gathering of the Saints, and a way
prepared for the establishment of Zion
upon the earth.

We have had the holy Priesthood con-
ferred upon us, and the power of God has
surrounded us, so that we have been pre-
served thus far from the hands of our en-
emies in the midst of the many circum-
stances in which we have been placed.
Those things should increase our faith
before the Lord, and give us confidence
in his promises, and it should inspire our
hearts to diligence in the fulfillment of
every duty required of us.

The Lord says, in the revelations
contained in the Book of Doctrine and
Covenants, that this Gospel shall be
preached in all the world; and he com-
mands his servants to call upon all
nations to repent and obey the voice
of God—to receive the Gospel and the
words of eternal life. He says—

"Lift up your voices and spare not.
Call upon the nations to repent, both
old and young, both bond and free,
saying: Prepare yourselves for the
great day of the Lord; For if I, who
am a man, do lift up my voice and
call upon you to repent, and ye hate
me, what will ye say when the day



