DIVINE ORIGIN, ETC.

to "Mormonism." But the wheel rolled
along unabated in its progress.

Ezra Booth had been a Methodist
preacher; but on a visit to Joseph Smith,
he had become convinced of the truth
of the work of the Lord by witnessing a
miracle. Mrs. Johnson, an aged lady,
had for several years been afflicted with
rheumatism, and for more than a year
had not been able to raise her arm at all.
She was healed by the administration of
the laying on of hands by the Prophet,
and was enabled immediately to raise
her hand to her head, comb her hair, or
do anything she wished. This convinced
him it was the power of God. He went to
preaching the truth, but found, instead
of living on the fat of the land, as he did
among his Methodist brethren, that he
had to labor and toil for the good of Zion,
trusting in God, and in the great day of
accounts receive his reward; so he apos-
tatized.

The next publication which made a
prominent show in the world was a book
entitled "Mormonism Unveiled," written
by Doctor P. Hurlburt. In consequence of
improper conduct among females, he was
expelled from the Church. He confessed
his wickedness to the Council. I was
present, and heard him. He promised be-
fore God, angels, and men that he would
from that time forth live his religion and
preserve his integrity, if they would only
forgive him. He wept like a child, and
prayed and begged to be forgiven. The
Council forgave him; but Joseph told
him, "You are not honest in this confes-
sion."

A few days afterwards he pub-
lished his renunciation of the work,
assigning as a reason, that he de-
ceived that Council, and made them
believe his was an honest confession,
when he only confessed to see whether
the Council had power to discern his
spirit. Joseph, however, told him at

113

the time that he was not honest in his
confession.

He went to work and got up the
"Spaulding story"—that famous yarn
about the "Manuscript Found." When
about to publish this lying fabrication,
in several of his exciting speeches hav-
ing threatened the life of Joseph Smith,
he was required to give bonds, by the au-
thorities of Ohio, to keep the peace. In
consequence of this, the name of E. D.
Howe was substituted as the author, who
published it.

Hurlburt was cracked up in the world
as a scientific man—as an M.D.; but he
happened to be the seventh son, and was
called Doctor by his parents. It was his
given name—not the title of his profes-
sion.

The public press heralded forth many
encomiums on the book. Mr. Howe
agreed to give Hurlburt four hundred
copies for the manuscript.

Hurlburt took his subscription list
and went from house to house for names,
until he had got subscribers for the four
hundred copies, which were to be deliv-
ered as soon as they were printed and
bound, at one dollar per copy.

Howe refused to deliver Hurlburt the
four hundred copies until he managed
to get his eye on Hurlburt's subscrip-
tion list, which he copied, delivered the
books, took the money, and then gave
Hurlburt his four hundred copies. He
thereby swindled Hurlburt out of his
manuscript, and he had to sell his books
at from ten to twenty cents each, or any-
thing he could get; and great numbers
were never sold.

There is one thing in relation to
publications against "Mormonism:" No
apostate has ever made his fortune by
them; for, if he would tell the truth,
that would be no mystery; and when
they tell falsehoods, the spirit of ly-
ing makes them tell such big lies,



