
and so many of them, that their work goes 
into discredit.

I think the first church attempted to be 
established in opposition to “Mormonism” 
was that established by Wycam Clark, in 
Kirtland. He was baptized about the same 
time as Sidney Rigdon, and, in company 
with Northrop Sweet and four others, se-
ceded from this Church, and said they 
could carry the whole world with them 
by preaching “Mormon” principles. They 
had two or three meetings; but the soci-
ety would never have been known in the 
world, had not a few of us remembered the 
circumstance and told of it.

Another species of apostasy took place in 
the neighborhood of the forge in Kirtland. 
A man named Hoten seceded from the 
Church, renounced the Book of Mormon 
and the Prophet, and established him-
self under the name of the Independent 
Church. A man named Montague was ap-
pointed bishop. This church got to number 
about ten members. They pretended, under 
the order of the New Testament, to have all 
things common. In a few weeks the bishop, 
who had charge of the temporal things, 
made a charge on the president for visiting 
his pork barrel, and the president charged 
the bishop with visiting his wife, and that 
broke up the society.

I shall not undertake to detail all of this 
species of character that have arisen; but 
there was another by the name of Hawley. 
He was attacked by a spirit of revelation, 
somewhere in the State of New York, while 
he was ploughing; and it took him in such 
a hurry that he had not time to put on his 
boots, but traveled barefoot to Kirtland, 
some six hundred miles distant, to warn 
Joseph that he was a fallen Prophet; that 
God had cut Joseph off, and placed in his 
stead a man by the name of Noah; and  
the reason Joseph was cut off was, he had

suffered the men to wear cushions on their 
coat sleeves, and the women to wear caps. 
He went through the streets of Kirtland 
with a dismal howl, crying, “Woe, woe to 
the people.” On one occasion, about mid-
night, Brigham Young went out, and took 
with him a cowhide, and said to Hawley, 
“If you don’t quit annoying the people 
with your noise, I will cowhide you;” upon 
which he concluded he had suffered per-
secution enough for his master’s sake, and 
shut up his noise.

I believe, if you will take the whole 
circle of the history of apostates from this 
Church, that in ninety-nine cases out of 
every hundred you will find that the spirit 
of adultery or covetousness was the original 
cause.

There was a man named John Smith 
came into the Church, and was somewhat 
prominent in the State of Indiana. He 
preached some little, and was considered 
quite zealous; but he said he had proved 
that the Book of Doctrine and Covenants 
was not true; “For it says,” said he, “that if a 
man shall commit adultery, and not repent 
of it, he shall lose the Spirit of God, and 
shall deny the faith. Now, I have done it, 
and have not denied the faith; and so I have 
proved that the revelation in the Book of 
Doctrine and Covenants is not from God.” 
The spirit of blindness had so taken posses-
sion of him that he could not see that when 
he was proclaiming that the revelations were 
not true, he was denying the faith. That spir-
it has such an effect over the human mind as 
totally to blind them in relation to their own 
acts and the spirit that governs them.

After the organization of the Twelve 
Apostles, and the so far finishing of the 
Kirtland Temple as to hold a solemn as-
sembly and confer the Kirtland endowment 
therein, the spirit of apostasy became more 
general, and the shock that was given to the
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