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Church became more severe than on any
previous occasion.

The Church had increased in numbers,
and the Elders had extended their labors
accordingly; but the apostasy commenced
in high places. One of the First Presidency,
several of the Twelve Apostles, High
Council, Presidents of Seventies, the wit-
nesses of the Book of Mormon, Presidents
of Far West, and a number of others stand-
ing high in the Church were all carried
away in this apostasy; and they thought
there was enough of them to establish a
pure religion that would become universal.

This attempted organization was un-
der the direction of Warren Parrish, who
had been a traveling Elder in the Church,
and who sustained a high reputation in the
Southern States as an eloquent preacher,
and had for a short time been employed
by Joseph as a clerk. He undertook to or-
ganize those elements into a church, and I
was told by them that all the talented men
among the Elders were ready to join them.

They named, for instance, Lyman
Johnson, John F. Boyington, William
E. McLellan, Hazen Aldrich, Sylvester
Smith, Joseph Coe, Orson Johnson, W.
A. Cowdery, M. F. Cowdery, and others,
amounting to something like thirty, who
had been prominent Elders in the Church.

They were going to renounce the Book
of Mormon and Joseph Smith, and take
the “Mormon” doctrines to overthrow all
the religions in the world, and unite all the
Christian churches in one general band,
and they to be its great leaders.

What success did this great apostasy
meet with? Brother Kimball, when on a
mission in 1844 (this apostasy took place
in 1837-8), while crossing Fox River on
the ferry, encountered Warren Parrish.
He was a grave looking man—a strait-
jacketed fellow, dressed in black, with
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a white handkerchief around his neck.
Says he, “Elder Kimball, will you have the
goodness not to say to the people here that
I ever was a Mormon. I am a Baptist min-
ister. I am preaching at that meetinghouse
for a salary of $500 a year. If they find out
I have been a Mormon, it would hurt my
influence very much indeed.”

Where was the big church he had tried
to build up? He had tried pleading law;
that failed: peddling bogus money, and
that failed, like his big church speculation.
And where was the origin of this?

I recollect waking up late one evening
when I was quite a young man, and hear-
ing my father and one of the brethren talk.
Being a little disposed to listen, I learned
that there had been considerable of a diffi-
culty between Parrish and one of the breth-
ren. This was when he was in good stand-
ing in the Church. He had been too kind
with the brother’s wife. Then I learned the
commencement of his apostasy.

You may go to every one of these
men—I care not which one; you cannot
put your finger on any one of these thirty
men but what you will find that the spirit
of adultery or covetousness had got posses-
sion of their hearts; and when it did, the
Spirit of the Lord left them. They had not
sense enough to repent and put away their
iniquity, but suffered themselves to be
overthrown with the spirit of darkness; and
they have gone to hell, and there they may
lift up their eyes, asking for some relief or
benefit from those they once tried to de-
stroy; but if they get the privilege of wait-
ing on a servant to those who have kept the
laws of heaven, they will be exceedingly
thankful and fortunate.

At the breaking up of Far West
there was another Prophet appeared.
Isaac Russell undertook to lead the
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