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fromNauvoo, joined the mob, and led the

van.

In 1843, when Joseph was taken pris-

oner in the county of Lee, on a demand

from the Governor of Missouri, William

Law turned out and attempted to release

him. While near Oquaka, and suppos-

ing that Joseph had been smuggled to

the river side, and that he was about to

be carried to the Mississippi, and put on

board the steamer, and hurried away to

Missouri, says he, "They will carry him

on board of a boat and get him over the

river; and if the Prophet is carried to

Missouri and killed, property in Nauvoo

will fall to one-half its present value."

His anxiety was about the price of prop-

erty going down. A few minutes after,

when he met Joseph, he went up, threw

his arms around him, and kissed him.

He loved him tenderly as long as he kept

the price of property up.

After the death of Joseph, a number

of men appeared, professing to be revela-

tors. The most noted of them, I believe,

was James J. Strang. He gathered a few

followers around him, and established

himself first at Voree,Wisconsin; then he

removed to Beaver Island, Lake Michi-

gan. He remained there some length of

time; and finally, in some disturbance

got up there, he was murdered. His fol-

lowers clung together longer than any of

the other apostates. They were able to

publish a monthly paper, about half the

size of the Deseret News, printed in large

type and coarsely leaded, in which they

advocated James J. Strang as a prophet.

Charles Thompson, Francis Gladden

Bishop, G. J. Adams, and others arose,

until prophets for awhile were at a dis-

count. But all these vanished into thin

air; their names were forgotten, and

their pretensions are unknown, unless

some of us happen to think and tell of

them.

Oliver Cowdery said to the people,

when he came to Pottawatomie and re-

quested to be restored to the Church,

"Follow the Twelve: they are the men

with whom the Priesthood rests. If you

follow the main channel of the stream,

you will go right; but if you run into a

bayou, you will find yourselves among

snags."

You may trace the course of all

those characters, and you will find that

hypocrisy and adultery have been the

leading strings to lead them astray. It

is of the utmost importance that every

Latter-day Saint thoroughly and care-

fully tread his own path, correct his own

conduct, regulate his own life, banish

from his heart the spirit of wickedness

and corruption, and see to it that his in-

tentions, desires, and actions are pure in

the sight of God—that he covets not that

which belongs to his neighbor; for our ac-

tions are between us and our God: with

him we have to account, and his Spirit

will not dwell in unholy temples.

Then let us keep ourselves pure be-

fore Him, live the principles that we

have espoused, and be prepared for the

great day when we shall stand upon

Mount Zion, where none will stand, only

those who have clean hands and pure

hearts.

May God bless us. Amen.


