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JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

THE PEOPLE OF GOD IN ALL AGES LED BY ONE SPIRIT,
AND SUBJECT TO PERSECUTION—CONDITION OF THE
WORLD.

A SERMON BY ELDER JOHN TAYLOR, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE, GREAT SALT
LAKE CITY, JANUARY 10, 1858.

REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.

It is always pleasing and interesting
to listen to the statements of any of the
servants of God who may be in posses-
sion of his Spirit, and to watch the mo-
tion and direction of that Spirit as it op-
erates upon the human mind.

There are many things associated
with the Church and kingdom of God
that are very peculiar: it differs from
all other churches, and is dissimilar
to all other kingdoms. There is a
spirit and wisdom associated with it that
the world knows nothing of, and there
is a power accompanying it to which
mankind are entire strangers without
that spirit. There is generally a great
amount of obloquy and reproach asso-
ciated with it; people are apt to treat
the servants of God with contempt; yet
there is a spirit, and power, and intel-
ligence imparted by the gift of the Holy
Ghost, that sustains his people under all
circumstances, in all places, and among
all nations; and hence Paul in his day
said, "I am not ashamed of the Gospel
of Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth; For
therein is the righteousness of God re-
vealed from faith to faith."

Ordinarily speaking, Paul would
have been considered a mean, con-
temptible fool by the world. He
was whipped, persecuted, imprisoned,
stoned, and had to escape from mobs,
being let down in a basket over a

wall, like some mean, crawling scamp
that had to get out of the way of civi-
lized society: he was despised and hated
among men, together with his associates.
Yet says he, "I am not ashamed of the
Gospel of Christ." Why was he not? Be-
cause there was a spirit and power in
it that was in nothing else. Wherever
he preached that Gospel—wherever it
was believed in and obeyed, there was
a power and spirit accompanied it that
no earthly power could impart; and those
persons who received it received the gift
of the Holy Ghost; and that Holy Ghost
took of the things of God and showed
them unto them: they partook of the
same spirit that he did, were enlightened
by the same intelligence, and blessed
in the same manner, and, consequently,
were united together in the bonds of the
everlasting Gospel, and associated by
the gift of the Holy Ghost, having a hope
that bloomed with immortality and eter-
nal life.

I have seen, in my wanderings over
the earth, hundreds of such cases as
the one we have listened to this morn-
ing. I have heard men speak in differ-
ent nations—in Germany, France, Eng-
land, Scotland, Wales, the United States,
in the Canadas—no matter where, go
where you will, and let a man re-
ceive the truth, and his heart is filled
with joy and rejoicing. I see peo-
ple around me here from all these



