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feared God and worked righteousness,

have been persecuted, cast out, and trod-

den under foot.

And there has never been a time,

with but few exceptions, in some iso-

lated cases, that they had even equal

rights among men, either civil, religious,

or political—I say, with very few excep-

tions, there has never been a time that

the representatives of God on the earth,

his servants, his Priesthood, his people—

those that carried out the principles of

righteousness, and were obedient to his

law, observed his statutes, and kept his

commandments—that such a people pos-

sessed either their civil, religious, or po-

litical rights among men.

It is true that, on the continent of

Asia, the Jews might be considered an

exception in this respect. They had a

government which lasted for a certain

period of time; theymade their own laws,

and governed themselves; and yet even

among this people, who professed to be

God's people, those men who really did

fear God, tell the truth, and dared work

righteousness, were generally trodden

under foot. So far even were they fallen,

that when Jesus came among them he

said, "Which of the prophets have not

your fathers slain—even you who pro-

fess to observe his laws—you who boast

of having Abraham for your father, and

have more knowledge of God than any

other people?" He could ask that with im-

punity to a whole nation, and they could

not answer him. If that was the case

among them, what is the position of oth-

ers?

There was a certain time on this

continent, from the accounts given in

the Book of Mormon, that a few peo-

ple observed the laws of Jesus and

his Gospel, and kept his command-

ments without persecution; but it only

lasted for a short time: they soon de-

parted from every principle of righteous-

ness, and were cut off in consequence.

What has been the position of oth-

ers, if this has been the case among

good men? They began to persecute the

Prophets and reject the word of the Lord

on this continent as on the other. You

read of Sodom and Gomorrah, and of the

antediluvians, that every imagination of

their hearts was only evil, and that con-

tinually. You read again of the abomi-

nations of Nineveh, of Babylon, of an-

cient Rome, and of the bestiality that

was practiced among them: they were

sunk in an awful state of degradation

and corruption. They still are under the

influence of the god of this world, who

rules in the hearts of the children of dis-

obedience, and leads them captive at his

will.

Look at the world, and what does it

present? Anyone familiar with the his-

tory of the nations must know that it

has been nation against nation, kingdom

against kingdom, power against power,

dominion against dominion. The history

of the world from the time of its com-

mencement to the present is a scene of

war, carnage, and desolation; and if you

travel on the continent of Asia, where

their history is more familiarly known

than that of the inhabitants of this coun-

try, their monuments, their picture gal-

leries, and everything represent the very

thing of which I have been speaking.

You may go, for instance, into some

of the galleries in France, and you may

read on the canvas the history of that

nation from the third century to this

time, and it is a history of battles and

combats, blood and destruction, wherein

the fiercest passions of the human mind

are developed. Here is portrayed mas-

sacres that took place at a certain time,

and there the desolation and overthrow

of a city at another period; the fierce

struggle, the falling heroes, and the

lifeless corpses are all portrayed on

the canvas on the walls, showing that

the shedding of human blood—that car-


