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nage and desolation have prevailed every-
where since that nation commenced; and
this is called their glory, their pride, their
boast: they will point it out as the glory of
their nation; and this thing has existed ev-
erywhere else, among all nations.

Go into Asia, and you will find the same
thing. Histories of the Crusades furnish
another example, together with the pow-
er, prowess, and bloodshed introduced by
Mahomet in his day. The history of the
whole world from that time to this pres-
ents a scene of war, tyranny, cruelty, and
oppression—man struggling with his fel-
low man, trying to raise himself upon the
ruin of others. The thrones of many kings
have been supported by a pyramid of hu-
man carcasses slain to gratify their thirst
for power and influence. There are heroes
and great men—statesmen, to whom we
are to look upon as examples of power, of
dignity, and glory on the earth. Has right
had anything to do with it? No. Talk about
God and his Prophets! They never thought
about any such thing; but, as the Scripture
says, “God was not in all their thoughts:”
that was out of the question entirely.

Now, what has to be done in such a
state of things? Will they forever contin-
ue? Must the wicked always triumph? If
a man dare to rise as a man of God, cut
off his head and trample him under foot!
What chance has the principle of truth to
obtain a hearing on the earth under such
circumstances? There is none. So far as
national power has existed to protect right
on the earth, we cannot find it anywhere.
I presume the nearest approach to it was
on this land a few years ago, because a
number of oppressed men that struck out
against oppression fled to this country
to find an asylum. They maintained
the principles of liberty and freedom,
which they started with for some time:
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they had suffered the evils of religious op-
pression, and appreciated freedom there-
from, and were enabled to make laws to
protect themselves and their principles for
some time.

By and by the same evil began to pre-
dominate here: religious intolerance was
practiced, professed witches and wizards
killed, Quakers were outraged and abused,
law and order began to be trampled under
foot, and evil principles prevailed and be-
gan to be tolerated, instead of righteous
ones.

People affect to be astonished at the
present time that we should feel reluctance
at having the appointees of so great and
august a personage as the President of the
United States to rule over us; and they have
made this a cause for the cry of “Treason,
rebellion,” etc. We are American citizens,
and have at least some rights. Our fathers
professed to have, a few years ago, when
they said that all mankind had a right to
“life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”

How was it that ten thousand armed
men could come against us in the State of
Missouri? And what for? Because we dared
worship God according to the dictates of our
conscience. Did the State know anything
about it? Yes. A memorial was presented
to them, and afterwards another to the
President of the United States; and Martin
Van Buren, the then President, acknowl-
edged to the justness of our cause in the fol-
lowing words—“Your cause is just, but we
can do nothing for you.” And so fifteen or
twenty thousand American citizens were dis-
franchised, robbed of their inheritances, and
many of them murdered in prison, many put
to death, and hundreds perished in conse-
quence of privations they had to endure; and
the chief magistrate of the U.S. Government
and people could do nothing for them.
There is no justice for the servants of
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