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It is the first time for a long while that 
the principles of righteousness and truth 
have withstood the powers of darkness, 
yet it has here so far. Upon what principle? 
Upon the principle of union, faith, pu-
rity—upon the principles of obedience to 
the laws of the Priesthood, which are the 
laws of God; and because we have hon-
ored God thus far, he has honored us. And 
what shall we do, to continue his protec-
tion with us? Continue to improve, prog-
ress in doing right, obey counsel, live our 
religion, and seek to carry out the designs 
of the Almighty and his representatives 
upon the earth. And if we do these things, 
in the name of Israel’s God we shall arise 
and flourish, and Zion will become a terror 
to all nations.

Do you not feel a little of it in your 
bones—of that spirit growing and increas-
ing? And you feel as easy as can be. I was 
thinking the other night, there are those 
poor devils out yonder shivering and shak-
ing in the cold, and we are acting as though 
there were no armies, and as though there 
were no United States; and we, but a little 
handful of people, are dancing, and rejoic-
ing, and praising God, in security. There is a 
spirit of peace here, and all is right and well. 
How will that be maintained? By virtue, 
righteousness, purity, and obedience to the 
laws of God, and carrying out his designs.

I pray that God may bless you, and 
guide you on in peace, that we may be 
saved in his kingdom, in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Amen.

While brother Liljinquist has been ad-
dressing the congregation, I thought of 
the saying in the Scriptures—“With men 
of other tongues and other lips will I speak 
unto this people; and yet for all that will 
they not hear me, saith the Lord.” This 
was spoken in reference to ancient Israel. It 
would seem that anciently as well as in mod-
ern times, the word of the Lord that went 
out from Israel to the surrounding nations 
came back to them. And even Israel them-
selves refused to hear the testimony of men

of other tongues and other lips the Lord 
sent to them in the days of Jesus Christ and 
his Apostles.

I remember having read in the Book of 
Mormon instances of a similar kind among 
the ancient Nephites, when the spirit of 
apostasy was creeping over them. The Lord 
raised up Prophets and righteous men from 
among the Lamanites, and sent them to 
reprove the Nephites, to prophesy unto 
them, and to warn them of impending de-
struction, if they did not repent. Alma says,
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