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"For I am persuaded that the Lord deals

out his word unto all the nations of the

earth according as he will, and raises up

men to bear witness of him, and to carry

his word unto all people as they are ca-

pable of receiving."

The way and manner the Lord has

sent forth laborers with his Gospel

among the nations in the latter days has

made me often think of these words of

Alma. Even among the remnants of Is-

rael who are roaming through the conti-

nent of America—the Indians, the Lord

manifests himself in various ways as

they are capable of receiving those im-

pressions he wishes to impart to them.

It has pleased our Heavenly Father that

the great work of the latter days which

has been spoken of by all the holy

Prophets, the establishing of his king-

dom upon the earth, setting to his hand

the second time to restore the house of

Israel, should commence on the land of

America, and under the auspices of the

Government of the United States. This

work he has commenced by the hand

of his servant Joseph Smith, and those

whom he called to be his associates and

fellow laborers.

The land of America was a promised

land to the pilgrim fathers, and an asy-

lum for the oppressed of all nations. To

this land people from all nations flocked,

and the Lord inspired them to establish

a free government preparatory to the es-

tablishment of his kingdom in the latter

days. It was in this land he sought out

and raised up his servants in their weak-

ness to be the messengers of eternal life

to the children of men, that it might go

from this land to other nations.

I believe it fell to my lot to be

among the first who went to nations

of other tongues. Elder Heber C.

Kimball, Orson Hyde, and others who

accompanied them, opened the door

of the Gospel of salvation first to

the nation of Great Britain. But, if my

memory serves me, at the time Elder

Taylor went to France, Elder L. Snow to

Italy, myself and Elder Hanson to Den-

mark, and divers Elders to different na-

tions, it was the first mission of Elders

to people of other tongues. This is about

ten years ago.

It was after we located in the valleys

of these mountains, and this city had be-

come a resting place for the Saints who

had been scattered from Nauvoo. On

our journey from this place, in the fall of

1849, to visit the nations of Europe, we

met large emigrating companies of our

brethren and sisters who had been scat-

tered and driven from their possessions

in the East. It is marvelous to see the

working of our God among the nations

of the earth, in gathering out his elect

from time to time from those nations. It

is marvelous in the eyes of those who

understand not the Gospel. They have

striven all the day long in their blind zeal

to hedge up the way of the servants of

God and hinder the spread of his Gospel.

Still they perceive it steadily progress-

ing, and the Saints gathering home like

doves to their windows. Every effort they

make to destroy the people of God, to

scatter, divide, and weaken them, seems

only to advance their progress and con-

solidate them in one. We have explained

to them why it is they cannot hinder it;

but they cannot comprehend. They think

it is all accomplished by the talent, abil-

ity, ingenuity, and wisdom alone of those

who direct the affairs of this Church.

They speak of Brigham Young and his

Counselors, and other leading Elders of

"Mormonism," as being smart, cunning,

shrewd men, who deceive, cajole, blind,

and lead the people astray. So far from

this being the truth, it is in reality the

reverse, to all intents and purposes.

Let any man undertake to dictate,


