THE WORK OF GOD, ETC.

govern, control, lead, and gather to-
gether this people by his own wisdom
alone, and the result will be like what
we have seen within the last two years in
this Territory in regard to the endeavors
of our enemies to break us up and scatter
us to the four winds. Their union is like a
rope of sand, and every plan they devise
comes to naught, until they are discour-
aged and say, "Damn it, let us quit and
20 home."

Judge Black says, in his explanation
in reference to the officials sent to this
Territory, that the Government sought
the whole country over and sent the best
men they could find to administer the
principles of equity, justice, and truth to
this people. But, in addition to these,
let them send special missionaries, the
most gifted and talented there are on the
earth, to draw off and lead this people by
their own cunning, shrewdness, and wis-
dom, and would they produce the results
we now see every day? Would they see a
people that move and act in almost per-
fect harmony and oneness? Let them try
it. Let the smartest Elder that can be
found in this Church try it.

In bygone days Elders have imagined
in their hearts that their wisdom, talent,
and ability had something to do with it—
that the kingdom of God could not move
unless their shoulder was at the wheel—
that if they held back in the breeching,
they would stop the onward motion of
the car. But the Lord left them cov-
ered with their own shame and folly, af-
ter he had suffered them to try the ex-
periment; and the great car of truth still
rolled steadily forward.

Some are inclined to find fault with
the Latter-day Saints because of the
murder, rapine, theft, adultery, and
abominations that are practiced in Salt
Lake City and in Utah Territory. Are
the Latter-day Saints to blame for
this? No. The Latter-day Saints
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have better business to engage them-
selves in, which is serving the Lord,
working righteousness, doing good to
themselves and to all people who will
receive good at their hands. Nobody
has anything to do with this shooting
and killing one another, stealing, break-
ing into houses, whoredom, running off
horses and mules and cattle, and all such
sort of abominations—getting drunk and
screaming in the streets, but just such
as love it. They are not Latter-day
Saints who do such things; but, on the
contrary, they are those who are striv-
ing to destroy "Mormonism," and they
are destroying themselves in answer to
the prayers of all the faithful Latter-day
Saints.

The Latter-day Saints pray, if the
wicked must kill somebody, they may kill
those that ought to be killed. You may
perhaps think it is wrong to pray that
they may kill anybody. We would rather
pray that they may be saved. There are
various ways of saving men, simply be-
cause they will not all be saved in the
same way, as there are various ways of
making men happy.

There is a class of men who are al-
ways miserable only when they are mak-
ing everybody else so, and their happi-
ness consists in doing all the mischief
they can, and injuring everybody around
them.

We teach them the principles of the
Gospel. Can they hear it? They hear
with the ear, but they hear not; they
have eyes, but they see not; hearts
have they, but they understand not; and
they go backward, and fall and perish.
When the truth is told to them, they
will not believe it; but hand them out a
pack of infernal lies, and they will gulp
them down as a thirsty ox drinks wa-
ter. How can such persons learn and
understand the truth? As Jesus said
to the Scribes and Pharisees anciently,
"How can ye believe, which receive honor



