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The Lord says the wicked shall slay

the wicked, and he orders it so. I

pray God that he will preserve the

righteous, and endue his people who

love the truth with grace, that they may

let their light shine, and be able to bear

testimony of the Gospel to all nations.

Amen.
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My greatest desire to my Father and

God is that I may so speak that my re-

marks will be acceptable to him and ben-

eficial to those who hear me.

I do not know that I have the first de-

sire to please myself or any earthly be-

ing in the remarks I may make. I do not

know that I have any other purpose in

view but the salvation of the people; and

I wish the people to have only one rul-

ing desire—namely, to do the will of their

God.

If my mind is led this morning in a

channel to instruct the Saints—to en-

courage them—to give them new life and

vigor—to so strengthen them in their

faith as to better prepare them to pursue

the journey of life, God be thanked.

I sometimes think that perhaps I

have not that fervent desire to preach

to unbelievers that I ought to have.

But one thing I can say—My garments

are clear and pure from the blood of

all men. I will briefly state why this

is. For nearly thirty years I have

sought to know the truth, and to prop-

erly understand the principles of the

holy Priesthood revealed from heaven

through the Prophet Joseph; and I

have ceased not, when I have had an

opportunity, at the proper time and in

the proper place, to present those prin-

ciples to my fellow men. And if those

who have heard me had been as faith-

ful and diligent as I have been since I

embraced the truth, in distributing the

truth to their neighbors, long before this

time every family upon the face of the

earth would have heard the Gospel of

the Son of God and the warning voice

of his servants, and have had the oppor-

tunity of believing or rejecting it, solely

through my preaching and its results.

This frees me from all blame on the score

of preaching to the world. Blame upon

that point cannot be attached to me by

any man upon the face of the earth. If

people of other nations rise up in the

judgment and say, "If you, Brigham, had

been faithful in preaching to us, we also

could have been prepared for the day we

now see," my answer will be—"There is

no such sin resting upon me." That sin

will fall, if anywhere, upon those who

have heard me and have witnessed that

I have told them the truth, but have not

themselves been faithful in disseminat-

ing it to their neighbors. You may call

this an apology, if you please, for not


