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feeling that anxiety to preach to unbelievers
that some may suppose I ought to feel; but
I trust this matter with my God. I feel anx-
ious for those who are disposed to believe
the truth: I feel after the Saints. The facts
I have related, touching myself, will also
apply to hundreds of the Elders of Isracl—
to men who are now sitting in this stand
and in this congregation. My desires daily
and hourly are that those who profess to be
Saints actually be Saints in truth and verity;
and my constant prayer is for their welfare.

I remember the poor and the needy;
though I can say (and the remark may as-
tonish many of my brethren), I never pray
for the people to be rich. I do not pray
for gold and silver. I have never done so.
I have never had so much as a desire for
this people to become wealthy in gold and
silver, in houses and lands, in goods and
chattels. I do not know that I ever offered
a petition to a being superior to myself to
give me worldly riches and worldly honor
and fame; but I have prayed, O Lord, give
me the power, the knowledge, the wisdom
and the understanding to secure to myself
eternal life.

We have the promise, if we seek first the
kingdom of God and its righteousness, that
all necessary things will he added to us. We
should not be distrustful, but seek first to
know how to please our Father and God—
seek to know how to save ourselves from the
errors that are in the world, from darkness
and unbelief, from the vain and delusive
spirits that go abroad among the children of
men to deceive, and learn how to save and
preserve ourselves upon the earth, to preach
the Gospel, build up the kingdom, and es-
tablish the Zion of our God. Then there is
not the least danger, and there should not
be the least doubt but what everything
necessary for the comfort, convenience,
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happiness, and salvation of the people will
be added to them.

True, we see many of this people that
are poor. We have seen them in their per-
secutions and sore privations. We have seen
them flee from city to city, from county to
county, and from state to state. We have
seen them naked and barefooted on the
way to these valleys. In the companies that
came here in 1847-8 and 9, probably not
one in ten had good shoes or clothes to
keep them comfortable in moderate weath-
er; and but few had breadstuff sufficient
to last them over four months. They came
here, and here they stayed and labored;
and what they brought with them had to
answer until they raised enough to supply
their wants. We can still see many who are
not so comfortable as they desire to be.

Who among this people can discern the
hand of God in all these circumstances, and
that it is necessary that afflictions should
come upon them to prove whether they
will be Saints or not—whether they will
be the friends of God, or turn away from
the holy commandments, forsake their
God and their religion, return to the beg-
garly elements of the world—to the vain
fashions and foolish spirits that are abroad
deceiving the children of men? My desire
is that the Saints should understand—that
they should be wise, having eyes that see,
ears that hear, and hearts that understand
as God understands us, that they may not
be ignorant of the providences that attend
them. At present my fervent desire is for the
Saints. Doubtless, if, in the providences of
God, I am again called to preach the Gospel
to the world, I shall have as fervent a desire
for them as I have ever had for the Saints.
But I now feel to strengthen and comfort
the Saints, inasmuch as I have the ability,
and the Spirit bearing witness with yours
that we should live our religion and be
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