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heaven, and qualifies him to comprehend

all things. This is the character of the re-

ligion we believe in.

Our ecclesiastical government is the

government of heaven, and incorporates

all governments in earth and hell. It is

the fountain, the mainspring, the source

of all light, power, and government that

ever did or ever will exist. It circum-

scribes the governments of this world;

and when men and women are filled

with the power of God, they can com-

prehend what the Prophet means when

he speaks of the Lord's weighing the

earth as in a balance; and measuring

the waters of the great deep as in the

hollow of his hand: that is, He compre-

hends all things; and so can men who are

filled with the Holy Ghost comprehend

all things needful for their salvation and

exaltation. All human governments and

policies are weighed by them as gold is

weighed in the balance: they are compre-

hended by them with the same facility

and clearness that a farmer or mechanic

comprehends his particular pursuit. And

no being possesses intelligence, in any

degree, that he has not received from the

God of heaven, or, in other words, from

the Fountain of all intelligence, whether

he acknowledges his God in it or not. No

man, independent of the Great Ruler of

the universe, is capable of devising that

which we see and are well acquainted

with. All mechanism, good government,

wholesome principle, and true philoso-

phy, of whatever name or nature, flows

from God to finite man. What for? To

determine what he will do with it. It

is for his improvement and advancement

in the arts of civilized life, morality, and

true religion. This has been taught you

from the beginning as the unmistakable

features of our holy religion.

"Mormonism" is said to be differ-

ent in Utah from what it is in other

countries. It should be very different.

Let me explain. When the Elders go

forth to teach the people that Jesus is

the Christ, and to bear testimony to the

truth of the Bible, though precious por-

tions have been taken from it, that the

Book of Mormon is true, and that the

revelations given through Joseph Smith,

the servant of God, are true, and to call

upon the inhabitants of the earth every-

where to repent of their sins and be bap-

tized for the remission thereof, and re-

ceive the imposition of hands for the re-

ception of the Holy Ghost, and to con-

fer the holy Priesthood, that believers

may magnify their calling until they are

gathered, what then? They should find

"Mormonism" more than it was taught

them in foreign lands. How should they

gather? With the same spirit they re-

ceived when they received the Gospel.

Then, when they are gathered to the

fountainhead, they are prepared to re-

ceive the further things of the kingdom.

Is this the true spirit of gathering? It is,

and is preserved by those who come pre-

pared to grow in grace and in the knowl-

edge of the truth. But the long jour-

neys, the perplexities, perils, and temp-

tations darken the understanding and

becloud the minds of many, insomuch

that when they are gathered they are not

so well prepared to receive the further

things of the kingdom as they were be-

fore they started. This is a pity: it is very

lamentable. But such is the fact.

To some "Mormonism" appears very

different here to what it did in the

countries of their nativity. Why? Be-

cause their eyes have become dim and

their hearts cold, so that they do not

behold things by the Spirit of God as

they did when they first embraced the

Gospel. In comparison, they become as

other Christians. The Christians of the

19th century tell you how much light

they received—how they were exalted on


