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The wickedness of the children of

men is what influences them to fear.

They are not afraid of their own laws, be-

cause they originated from themselves:

they can manage them and blot them out

of existence whenever they wish. But

when that which is said to be the king-

dom of God, or the theocracy of heaven,

is upon the earth, many of the inhabi-

tants thereof tremble, and fear that it is

not correct.

What is the proof of the existence of

the Priesthood of God upon the earth?

How would you find the positive proof

that the Lord Jesus has his Church upon

the earth? As I observed to you in the

forenoon, it is not exhibited by the learn-

ing or the implicit faith of its follow-

ers. I have never believed for a moment

that the proof of the Christian religion

was established by a close adherence to

it by any sect or any person. We, as

Christians, are divided and subdivided

into many systems varying in doctrinal

points. This one says, "I am right;" and

that one says, "I am right;" another rises

up and varies, more or less, from the doc-

trines of the Church he has left, and says

he is right.

What proof have you, and what proof

is there now upon the earth that this is

the kingdom of God? If we had mira-

cles to establish it, would they be posi-

tive proof? No, they would not. They will

not satisfy me, nor have I ever seen the

day when they would. Were I to see the

sick healed, the eyes of the blind opened,

and the ears of the deaf unstopped, that

would not satisfy me. For me, the plan of

salvation must be a system that is pure

and holy in all its points; it must re-

veal things that no other Church or king-

dom can reveal; it must circumscribe the

knowledge that is upon the face of the

earth, or it is not from God. Such a

plan incorporates every system of true

doctrine on the earth, whether it be

ecclesiastical, moral, philosophical, or

civil: it incorporates all good laws that

have been made from the days of Adam

until now; it swallows up the laws of na-

tions, for it exceeds them all in knowl-

edge and purity; it circumscribes the doc-

trines of the day, and takes from the

right and the left, and brings all truth

together in one system, and leaves the

chaff to be scattered hither and thither.

That is the proof to me, and has been

from the beginning, that the principles

are pure and holy; and every person liv-

ing to them will attain through them

sanctification.

Truth will endure forever and forever,

and every man that preaches the Gospel

of salvation may take the old text that

some of us took in the commencement of

the building up of the kingdom of God

upon the earth in the last days. I took

truth for my text, salvation for my sub-

ject, and the whole world for my circuit,

to go as far as I could and talk all I could

about it. It takes every truth from every

sect and party. What! In a civil capacity

also? Yes. All law, all powers, all king-

doms, and all thrones—in fine, all things

are under the control of God.

There is no nation or kingdom that

has not received its power from him,

whether it be much or little—whether

for a day, an age, or century. Whether

they make good or bad use of it, all

power is ordained of God and is in his

hand. He sets up a kingdom here, and

pulls down another there at his plea-

sure. He breaks the nations like a pot-

ter's vessel; he forms a nucleus, and

around it builds up a kingdom or na-

tion, permitting the people to act upon

their own agency, that they may do

right, or corrupt themselves, as did

the children of Israel; and after they

have become ripe for destruction, they

will be scattered to the four winds. If

the people of God in ancient days had


