GOVERNMENT OF GOD, ETC.

continued holy, they would have contin-
ued in power and authority to this day.

There is not a despot upon the earth
whose power has not originally sprung
from the Priesthood, and there is not
a law in the Priesthood but what is
founded on the revelations of Jesus
Christ. These are the laws upon which
all governments were originally based.
Truth will endure forever, and every per-
son that cannot abide truth will fail in
obtaining eternal life. Truth is what we
have. Let us live to it, and we shall abide
forever, and no power can prevent it.

Be faithful, brethren and sisters.
If you have light, acknowledge the
hand of God in it, and improve upon
it, and acknowledge his hand in all
things; for his providence overrules
all things, and he will triumphantly
bring forth his kingdom, organize his
people, and prepare the earth for his
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angels to dwell upon, and it will be given
into the hands of his Saints when they
are made pure and holy.

I told you in the forenoon that it has
ever been my prayer never to have influ-
ence to lead men wrong, but that I would
to God I had power to make them refrain
from evil and do that which is right, that
they may live forever and ever. You are
organized independent beings, framed to
become Gods, even the sons of God; and
yet it is astonishing to see the use many
make of their ability: they corrupt them-
selves and continue to do wickedly until
they are prepared to go down to perdi-
tion. Why not turn away from their sins
and love righteousness, that they may
endure forever, and that all things may
be given into their hands?

May the Lord help us to take that
path that will lead us to victory and
glory. Amen.
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I did not anticipate speaking to you
this morning, brethren and sisters, but
expected to be a hearer only. Since
my return to the city, I have been so
busily engaged that I have not had time
[humorously] to prepare a sermon for
this morning; and if I had had ever so
much time for that purpose, I should,
probably, be no better prepared to ad-
dress you than I am at this moment.

Jesus said to his disciples, "Take no
thought beforehand what ye shall say or
what ye shall speak, for it shall be given
you in the same hour what ye ought to
say." In this doctrine I repose implicit
confidence; and being requested to speak
to you at this time, I readily comply, and
proceed at once to the work before me.

The current of life is made up of
small springs, streams, and rivulets,



