GOVERNMENT OF GOD, ETC.

premises. How very necessary that we
increase in intelligence in a ratio equal
to the growth or increase of the kingdom
of God! If we do not, we fall in the rear,
and our eyes become blinded by the god
of this world. When we become stereo-
typed in our feelings, there is an end to
corrections, enlargements, and improve-
ments.

To what shall we look as our guide
in this our earthly pilgrimage? Shall
we look to the Bible, the Book of Mor-
mon, or to the Book of Covenants? An-
swer: To none of them. These sacred and
holy records contain the history, teach-
ings, and results in part of the travels of
the ancient and modern people of God.
They are true, but are not designed to
lead the people. Remember that the "let-
ter killeth, but the spirit giveth life." We
do not want to be killed; but we want life.
God has set in his Church, first, Apos-
tles; secondly, Prophets; thirdly, Teach-
ers, &c., to guide his people—the ora-
cles (or in other words, the Holy Ghost),
not on paper, bound in calf, sheep, or
any other manufactured article, but in
the hearts of his chosen servants. Paul
says—'"We have this treasure (not in a
book, but) in earthen vessels, that the ex-
cellency of the power may be of God, and
not of us."

I will produce an example where the
spirit gave life when the letter would
have killed. There was, in the days of
Christ, a woman taken in the very act
of adultery. The self-righteous Jews, by
the letter of the law, arrested her and
brought her before the Savior; and they
said unto him, "Master, Moses in the
law commanded us, that such should
be stoned: but what sayest thou?" Je-
sus said unto them, "He that is with-
out sin among you, let him first cast
a stone at her." But they, being con-
victed in their own conscience, went
out, leaving the woman alone with Je-
sus. He asked her if no man had
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condemned her. She said, "No man,
Lord." Said he to her, "Neither do I con-
demn thee: go, and sin no more." The
letter of the law would have killed that
woman then and there. But the Spirit of
God, in the person of his Son, the living
oracle, opened her way unto life. It is the
living oracles that lead the people of God.
In them there is life; but in the letter of
the law there is death.

The early commandments of God to
his Church and the manner in which
we were led at that time will not fit
our case in all respects now. We must
have teachings and revelations adapted
to our present circumstances and condi-
tion. Were we never to advance, but re-
main stationary eternally, then the same
code of laws and commandments might
with more propriety answer. But in this
world of change, where we are required
to make advancement, we must have
an increase of intelligence to satisfy the
craving development of our own mental
powers. There is no stopping place for a
man of God.

I do not know but that I will now take
my text. My sermon, however, will be
short. Jesus says—"The light of the body
is the eye: if therefore thine eye be sin-
gle, thy whole body shall be full of light."

You know that when we want
to examine anything very -closely—
particularly you marksmen and hunters,
who are in the habit of using arms, when
you want to take deliberate aim, and
make sure of the object you desire to hit,
you close one eye, and with the other
look along the barrel of the gun until the
lead rests upon the object. Now, says the
Savior, "If thine eye be single, thy whole
body shall be full of light."

This had reference not only to the
natural eye, but to the whole moral
powers of man as well. Set it down
as granted that if thine eye be single,
thy whole body shall be full of light.



