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Now, let me ask, do we not indulge the
hope, if faithful in this life, of being rulers
over kingdoms and peoples, and nations,
and tongues? Jesus says— ‘He that is faith-
ful over a few things shall be made ruler
over many things.”

Let me ask you how it is with you when
you go to prayer. Have you that control
and dominion over your own minds that
they cannot be caught away by anything
that is foreign to the purpose or object that
engages your attention? For instance, while
we call upon the Lord for his blessings, is it
not sometimes the case that we think the
old ox may be in the stackyard? Do we not
sometimes think we shall be cheated here,
and lose that amount of money there? If
you have never been aware of this, when
you go home and pray again, see if you
have power to control your mind and keep
it from wandering on something else. Until
we discipline our minds, and have the
complete control of them, we cannot make
that advancement that we ought.

If we cannot discipline and control our
own minds, how can we discipline and con-
trol kingdoms, nations, tongues, and people?

Suppose any of you mechanics erect
a mill, and the stream is a small one—
though, if properly and economically ap-
plied, it would be quite sufficient to drive
the machinery you wish it to; but instead
of the water being properly confined to
exert the greatest amount of power, it is
spread all over the face of the land—has it
that amount of force to drive the machin-
ery that it otherwise would have? No. But
conduct the water through a narrow chan-
nel, and apply it properly on the wheel,
then your machinery rolls. It is just so with
our minds: when they are scattered on dif-
ferent objects, when we are calling upon
the name of the Lord, there is no power
in that mind. Why? Because the eye is not
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single. “If thine eye be single, thy whole
body shall be full of light.” Again: The
agent steam possesses great power when
confined and properly applied to shafts and
wheels. But let the boiler explode and the
steam pass into the atmosphere, what power
is there then in that agent? None. Confine
it, and it is as it were an almighty power,
or it is a portion of almighty power drawn
out of the elements that surround us. So
it is with the mind: let it be concentrated
and applied to any subject, and it has great
power. “If thine eye be single, thy whole
body shall be full of light.” I have won-
dered a great many times what our Savior
could mean when he said, “If ye had faith
as a grain of mustard seed, you might say
unto this sycamore tree, Be thou plucked
up by the root, and be thou planted in the
sea; and it should obey you.” Again, he
says, “For verily I say unto you, If ye have
faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say
unto this mountain, Remove hence to yon-
der place; and it shall remove; and nothing
shall be impossible to you.” What does this
mean? | have exercised all the faith, seem-
ingly, that is in my power, and could hardly
heal the sick, let alone remove a mountain,
or pluck up a sycamore tree, or any other
tree. What does it mean? I begin to discover
that the Devil comes along when I get my
mind set, and throws some object in view to
divert it from the thing before me.

“If thine eye be single, thy whole body
shall be full of light.” I have an idea that
the Devil comes and catches away the word
that is sown in our hearts, to defeat the de-
signs the Lord has in sowing it. Whereas,
if we could control our minds, and not al-
low them to be caught away, then our eye
would be single, and the whole body would
be full of light.

Again: When Moses was leading
the children of Israel out of Egypt,
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