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speak many times in this building, and
those of you who have been acquainted
with him can judge of the effect of his
late mission to Australia, to which he
referred. I will judge, for one, that it
has been worth worlds to him; and all
present who enjoy the spirit of revelation
can readily discern that the philosophy
and doctrine just advanced by him are
excellent.

When men are in the habit of philos-
ophizing upon every point, only relying
upon what we call human reason, they
are constantly liable to error. But place
a man in a situation where he is obliged
or compelled, in order to sustain himself,
to have faith in the name of Jesus Christ,
and it brings him to a point where he will
know for himself; and happy are those
who pass through trials, if they maintain
their integrity and their faith to their
calling.

As was observed here last Sabbath,
all intelligence is the gift of God, what-
ever use is made of it. All valuable in-
ventions and works of mechanism are
produced by a Spirit that flows from the
Fountain of intelligence, and no excellent
and magnanimous work can be produced
without that Spirit.

Men are apt to stray from truth—
are apt to imbibe false notions, prin-
ciples, and ideas, if they do not cling
closely to that Fountain of intelligence
and acknowledge the hand of God in
all things. This principle every person
should watch closely, and be very careful
that they never imbibe any notion, doc-
trine, or idea that causes selfishness in
their hearts; but let their hearts be open
to conviction, to receive light and intelli-
gence through every manifestation from
above, that they may rightly discern be-
tween things that are of God and those
that are not of him.

Many, in their acts, seem closely
to agree with the expression in holy
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writ, that "God is not in all their
thoughts." We might readily conclude
that many, though they use the name of
the Supreme Being more frequently than
any other name on earth or in heaven,
never carefully reflect upon the charac-
ter of that Being. He is the fountain of
all intelligence; and without the power of
the Holy Ghost shed forth in the hearts
of the people, they are liable to be led
astray.

As has been told you frequently with
regard to the proof of the truth of a man's
religion, it is not his faithfulness to it—
it is not his close observance of it, nor
the sacrifices he makes for it, but it is
that intelligence which leads men from
earth to heaven, which opens the gates
of heaven and reveals to the children of
men heavenly things, to lift their minds
and affections above the things of this
earth, and cause them to view it and its
inhabitants in their proper light.

The children of men are in igno-
rance and darkness, with their supersti-
tions, prepossessed notions, feelings, ed-
ucation, and traditions. Look at them
as they are—placed here for the ex-
press purpose of proving themselves be-
fore their God. Darkness and sin were
permitted to come on this earth. Man
partook of the forbidden fruit in accor-
dance with a plan devised from eter-
nity, that mankind might be brought in
contact with the principles and powers
of darkness, that they might know the
bitter and the sweet, the good and the
evil, and be able to discern between light
and darkness, to enable them to receive
light continually. Christ is the light of
the world, and lighteth every man that
cometh into it. No son or daughter of
Adam ever lived on the earth, or ever
will, but has had or will have the light
of Christ within them.

What do many parents virtually
say to their children? That to be-
lieve in revealed religion is nonsense.



