
How frequently we have heard prayers 
offered in public that God would make 
one in their midst—that the Holy Ghost 
would rest upon them while they endeav-
ored to worship the Lord Almighty; and, 
as soon as the prayers were over, endeavor 
to prove that the Holy Ghost is not given 
in our days as anciently—that the Spirit 
of revelation is not on the earth—is not 
among the children men! What inconsis-
tency! God is here; his influence fills im-
mensity. He has his messengers through-
out all the works of his hands. He watches 
every one of his creatures: their acts, their 
affections, and thoughts are all known to 
him; for his intelligence and power fill im-
mensity. Not that his person does, but his 
Spirit does; and he is here teaching, guid-
ing, and directing the nations of the earth, 
notwithstanding their darkness, ignorance, 
and weakness; and he will make the wrath 
of man praise him. Why, then, should we 
not acknowledge his hand in all things? 
Why not believe in revelation? Why not 
acknowledge that God whom we profess 
to serve? Why not seek unto him for coun-
sel? It should be in the hearts of all to seek 
unto the Lord with all their might and af-
fections, and so live as to have him guide 
them, that they may never fall—that they 
may attain the goal they are anticipating.

All people desire to be happy. You can-
not find an individual that does not wish 
comfort and ease. You can obtain happiness 
in no other way than by unreservedly sub-
mitting yourselves to your God. Let him 
lead us through paths of affliction and cause 
suffering and trouble to come upon us, 
still there is that consolation and comfort 
within that the world cannot give nor take 
away. That is the only solid comfort there is 
in this life. Men cannot enjoy comfort and 
satisfaction in the accumulation of wealth.

Wealth never was the source of happiness 
to any person. It cannot be: it is not in 
the nature of things; for contentment ex-
ists only in the mind. In the mind there 
is happiness—in the mind there is glory. 
Place a man in extreme poverty, and let 
him possess the sweet, benign influences 
of the Spirit of the Lord, and you will find 
a happy man and a cheerful countenance; 
while the man who does not possess the 
Spirit of heaven, though he may possess all 
this world can afford beside, is almost con-
stantly in sorrow and trouble.

Brethren and sisters, it is your privilege 
to enjoy the spirit of revelation as much as 
any person or people that ever lived on the 
face of this earth. As it was observed here 
last Sabbath, you see men and women fal-
ter and depart from their God and religion: 
but does God first forsake them? No; they 
forsake their God: they take such a course 
that the Spirit of the Lord cannot dwell 
with them; consequently they are left in 
darkness and uncertainty, and do not know 
what truth is. How can you know what 
truth is? You can only know by the spirit of 
revelation. This knowledge is not obtained 
in any other way.

How can you know the Latter-day 
Work to be true? You can know it only by 
the spirit of revelation direct from heaven. 
How can people prove that it is not true 
in any other way than by the revelations of 
Jesus? Can you hear of any person’s railing 
about it being untrue, and convincing a 
congregation that it is untrue by the spirit 
of revelation? No. All arguments, conver-
sations, sermons, discourses, and lectures 
delivered against it are delivered in dark-
ness—are not delivered in the Spirit of the 
great God who organized the Latter-day 
Work. What proved this work true to you 
in England, Ireland, Scotland, Germany,
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