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design and meaning. And though we

may not know the origin of the neces-

sity of being baptized for the remission

of sins, it answers that portion of the

law we are now under to teach the peo-

ple in their ignorance that water is de-

signed for purification, and to instruct

them to be baptized therein for the re-

mission of their sins. If the people could

fully understand this matter, they would

perceive that it is perfectly reasonable

and has been the law to all worlds. And

this world, so benighted at present, and

so lightly esteemed by infidels, as ob-

served by brother Clements, when it be-

comes celestialized, it will be like the

sun, and be prepared for the habitation

of the Saints, and be brought back into

the presence of the Father and the Son.

It will not then be an opaque body as it

now is, but it will be like the stars of the

firmament, full of light and glory: it will

be a body of light. John compared it, in

its celestialized state, to a sea of glass.

Brother Clements inquired why we

used bread and wine in the ordinance

of the Lord's supper. I will not teach a

doctrine not found in the Old and New

Testaments. Bread is the staff of life: it

answers to the nourishment necessary to

sustain the body of man and preserve its

organization. When Jesus took the bread

and blessed it, he gave it to his disci-

ples and said, "This is my body." You eat

the sacramental bread—what for? What

good does it do? What is it? Noth-

ing but bread. You bless it and par-

take of it as the staff of life that Je-

sus Christ has given you, and emblem-

atical of his broken body. He is the

organizer of your bodies; he is the au-

thor of this earth—the heir of it from

his Father, and has purchased it with

his blood, which the juice of the grape

was instituted by him to represent. He

poured out his blood freely to redeem

a fallen world—the wine answering to

the blood which Jesus spilled, if you par-

take of it in faith; for it is the faith that

brings the blessing of life to you. It is

through obedience to the ordinance that

God bestows renewed life upon you. By

this means the children of God have life

within them to live and not die.

The wine answers to the blood of

Christ, and the bread to his body. His

blood was poured out as we pour out

wine, and his body was broken as we

break bread, to redeem a fallen world

and all things pertaining to it, so far as

the curse had fallen.

The blood he spilled upon Mount Cal-

vary he did not receive again into his

veins. That was poured out, and when he

was resurrected, another element took

the place of the blood. It will be so

with every person who receives a res-

urrection: the blood will not be resur-

rected with the body, being designed only

to sustain the life of the present organi-

zation. When this is dissolved, and we

again obtain our bodies by the power of

the resurrection, that which we now call

the life of the body, and which is formed

from the food we eat and the water we

drink, will be supplanted by another ele-

ment; for flesh and blood cannot inherit

the kingdom of God.

In his remarks, brother Clements

reasoned, touching persons forsaking the

faith, and urged the necessity of man

studying himself. If we could compre-

hend ourselves—could fully comprehend

what our organization is, and under-

stand the power, wisdom, and magni-

tude of intelligence it is capable of at-

taining, we should entertain many ideas

very different from what we now do.

To make a nice distinction, there is

but a hair's breadth between the vul-

gar and sublime. There is but a hair's

breadth between the depths of infidelity

and the heights of the faith of the Gods.

Man is here like a feather trembling


