
convene them in a building, we should 
have to go to the Tabernacle. She has many 
relatives, and I am increasing the number 
of mine every day, through inducing peo-
ple to increase in faith. The spirit of the 
holy Gospel is going to the east, the west, 
the north, and the south, and no power 
can hinder it; and the feelings of many are 
taking hold of the principles of eternal life, 
and there is no power that can hinder it. 
And all those who believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ with all their hearts, and believe that 
Joseph Smith was sent of God, repent of 
their sins, are baptized for the remission of 
sins, and then live their religion, the same 
are “my father, my mother, my sister, my 
brother.” In reality I have no other con-
nections on the face of this earth. If my 
blood kin would not believe the Gospel, 
I should be as much alienated from them 
in my feelings as I am from the people of 
the Chinese nation. There are thousands in 
the Church now, and we are brethren and  
sisters.

I say, Bless the people! God bless my 
brethren and sisters! I ask my Father, in the 
name of Jesus Christ, to bless you every day. 
I am looking for the time when I shall say, 
Be thou blessed, and we shall be blessed, and

the powers of earth and hell will stand afar 
off and be rebuked at the command of the 
Priesthood.

How far we are beneath our privileges! 
What! Rejoice when a Saint dies? Yes. 
Mourn when a Saint dies? No. There is no 
feeling of mourning within me, though ev-
ery living friend, wife, child, brother, sister, 
cousin, aunt, and uncle of mine were ly-
ing before us, as sister Fanny does now. I 
would shout, Hallelujah! “Would you not 
mourn?” No. The world is before me, and 
I can gather all the fathers and mothers, 
brothers and sisters, wives, children, and 
friends that I wish around me. That is the 
way I feel. Glory! Hallelujah!

Sister Vilate Kimball knows that I felt 
so when I buried Miriam, my first wife. 
Heber C. and Vilate Kimball were as kind 
to me at that time, when I was a strang-
er and penniless, as I have been to sister 
Fanny. My heart said, “Hallelujah!” be-
cause the Priesthood is here, and the way 
opened up from earth to heaven; and my 
wife was going there.

God bless you! When I have the power, 
I will bless you so effectually that you will 
not be afflicted by the Devil as you now 
are. Amen.
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