PERSONAL REMINISCENCES AND TESTIMONY, ETC.

hunted, and driven to and fro, and had
to flee from place to place. This perse-
cution was raised up by the "mother of
harlots," the "mother of abominations"—
because of what? Because we told them
the Lord had revealed the same kind of
religion in our day that he had eighteen
hundred years ago. Go to England, and
the same has happened there. Multi-
tudes and multitudes started up against
us. The Elders have had forty or fifty po-
lice to guard them from their meetings to
their homes, to keep them from being de-
stroyed by the tens of thousands of peo-
ple that blockaded the streets for miles
in length.

I know these things to be facts from
actual experience. I have passed through
them. I have had tens of thousands rush
upon me with all the fury of tigers, and
they were only restrained by the power
of God: but as yet the Lord has spared
me, and so he has the most of the El-
ders that have traveled abroad. Go to
Denmark, and we find the same oppos-
ing power; and whenever this Church
has been organized, or a Branch estab-
lished, the "mother of abominations" has
marshaled her host. So far the prophecy
has been fulfilled in part, but not in full.
I will tell you what will come to pass be-
fore it is all fulfilled. There must be the
interposition of the Almighty to make a
change among the nations of the earth
before this Church can be established
among all the nations and kingdoms of
the Gentiles. This change will proba-
bly be brought about by war overturning
all the governments and kingdoms of the
Gentiles.

A few years ago, many of the
Saints, for want of a correct un-
derstanding of prophecy, thought that
the war between Russia and France,
England and Turkey, was the great
war of extermination foretold by the
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Prophets. There are prophecies of this
kind that the great "mother of abomina-
tions" will go to war, and not a nation un-
der heaven will escape, as they will use
each other up by millions. They imag-
ined that perhaps the time had come for
the nations of Christendom to be nearly
exterminated by their great and terrible
wars. But I lifted up my voice in Eng-
land, and put it in writing also, that the
war then commencing would not thus
terminate. It was for another purpose:
it was for a chastisement, and in some
measure to ameliorate the condition of
mankind, that the Gospel might more
fully go forth among them.

How is it with regard to the war
now taking place between Austria and
the allied powers of France and Sar-
dinia? How extensive the present Euro-
pean war will be we do not know; but this
we do know from prophecy—it will not
result in the downfall of the "mother of
harlots." There will be a time of peace—
a time that will be more favorable to
the promulgation of the Gospel, that you
and I and whosoever of the servants of
God he pleases may be sent to these
European nations to fulfil the prophecy
which I have referred to in the Book
of Mormon, and establish the kingdom
of God among all the nations of mod-
ern Europe. Where tyranny and oppres-
sion and all the horrors of despotism
now reign, will be heard the Gospel of
peace. Saints must be established in all
those countries. Even in Russia, that
place where they would almost put you
to death if you brought a printed work
of a religious nature into the empire—
in that country, where they will not suf-
fer you to propagate the Bible unmo-
lested, whose religion is established by
law, has the Gospel of Jesus Christ to be
preached. Yes, the Church of the Saints
is to be established there; and after it is



