
dren of men, and wishes and does no evil 
to any person; and that is the Spirit of the 
Gospel.

If people would listen to the whisperings 
of that Spirit, they would be led into the 
paths of truth and righteousness. If they 
would overcome temptations to evil—
cause their spirits to overcome the flesh, 
they would bring themselves into sub-
jection to the law of Christ, and become 
Saints of God.

You discern evils in your neighbor-
hoods, in your families, and in yourselves. 
The disposition to produce evil, to annoy, 
to disturb the peace of families, neighbors, 
and society, is produced by the power of 
the enemy over the flesh, through the fall. 
Every person who will examine his own ex-
perience—who will watch closely the lead-
ing of his own desires, will learn that the 
very great majority prefer to do good rather 
than to do evil, and would pursue a correct 
course, were it not for the evil power that 
subjects them to its sway. In wrongdoing 
their own consciences condemn them. They 
are taught what is right, they read what is 
right, and at times the Spirit of the Lord is 
upon them teaching them what is right, and 
would be upon them from their youth, were 
it not that they give way to temptation and 
let the flesh overcome the spirit that God 
has placed within us. I feel to continually 
urge upon those who profess to be Saints 
never to grieve that Spirit that enlightens 
their minds, teaches them righteousness, 
to love God and their fellow creatures, and 
to do good to themselves and to all around 
them, to promote righteousness upon the 
earth, and overcome iniquity in themselves 
and those around them as fast as possible.

Some may imagine and really believe that 
I am opposed to the great majority of the in-
habitants of the earth—to the religious and 
political parties of the day; but it is not so. To

individuals, as such, I am not opposed. The 
doctrine I preach is not opposed to an in-
dividual upon the earth. If I am opposed to 
anything, it is to sin—to that which pro-
duces evil in the world. I believe that I may 
say with perfect safety that I am as clear as 
the stars that shine in the heavens with re-
gard to opposing any mortal being on the 
earth, though many construe the opposing 
of their sins into an opposition to them-
selves. I do not feel opposed to an individ-
ual on the earth. I have not any enmity in 
my heart, or at least I should not have. If 
I have, I am thus far wrong. If we harbor 
vindictiveness, hatred, malice, and a spirit 
that produces evil within us, we are so far 
given up to the power of evil. But when I 
say that I am opposed to evil principles and 
their consequent practices, I use an expres-
sion that I think you can understand.

I am much opposed to men and women 
who say that they believe in God the Father 
and in Jesus Christ his Son, and treat their 
names with lightness. I am very much op-
posed to a dishonest spirit, and that, too, 
in this community as well as in the world. 
I am very much opposed to deception. I 
am very much opposed to evil speaking. 
Now, understand me precisely as I mean. 
If I should hear a man advocate the erro-
neous principles he had imbibed through 
education, and oppose these principles, 
some might imagine that I was opposed 
to that man, when in fact I am only op-
posed to every evil and erroneous principle 
he advances. His morality, so far as it goes, 
is good.

In the Christian world, thousands and 
millions of them are as close to the truth 
as any man that ever lived upon the face 
of the earth, so far as moral, Christian 
deportment is concerned. I can find a 
great many of this community who live 
as moral lives as men and women can. Is
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