
tainly was not to profess religion, in order 
that we might have the honor of men; for 
there was nothing of that associated with it. 
We had to endure considerable reproach, 
and have our names cast out as evil, and 
to associate with a people that were univer-
sally despised. And so they are now. But we 
have got along with it, so that we now care 
nothing about it. Now, there is or ought to 
be a reality about it. So far as I am person-
ally concerned, if anyone wants to know 
why I became a “Mormon,” I will answer, 
Because I considered that I was an intelli-
gent, rational being—that I had to do with 
eternity as well as time; and having to do 
with both, I wanted to act in that way I 
could secure the approbation of my Father 
in heaven, that I might be prepared to en-
ter into a better, purer, and more exalted 
state of being in the eternal world. These 
were some of the first thoughts and senti-
ments that governed my mind.

In the next place, I was called upon to 
be an Elder. What was my object then? 
It was to obey the truth and teach oth-
ers, that they might have the same bless-
ings that I possessed. I presume you felt 
so too, and rejoiced that you knew some-
thing of the life to come—that your hope 
bloomed with immortality and eternal life; 
and when you were ordained you tried to 
magnify that calling and Priesthood. You 
were mobbed, persecuted, and afflicted, 
and passed through scenes of difficulty, 
privation, and trial, which you endured pa-
tiently and joyfully, knowing it was from 
the Lord and intended for your good; and 
you were trying to obtain salvation in the 
eternal worlds.

Many of you have passed through afflic-
tion of various kinds. If it was an affliction to 
be robbed of your property—if it was a trial 
to be robbed of your good name, you have 
endured that and passed through it. What

did you do it for? And why did you endure 
it? Just for the same reason that the ancient 
Saints did. I never read in the Bible, nor 
anywhere else, of the Saints having any 
other kind of treatment than that which 
you have received.

When I embraced the Gospel, I expect-
ed to have my name cast out as evil. I ex-
pected to be persecuted and to be mobbed, 
and, if necessary, to lay down my life; and I 
have come pretty near it a number of times. 
But this was nothing particularly new; for I 
had learned before I was a “Mormon” that 
there was an antagonism between truth 
and error, purity and iniquity—that the 
righteous always were persecuted, and that 
many of the ministers of Jesus had been 
called to lay their lives down for their re-
ligion; and I never expect to see anything 
different; and my feelings and ideas are 
precisely the same on this subject as they 
were twenty years ago. There is still that 
same spirit of antagonism existing between 
truth and error that there was then. Let a 
man join this Church—I don’t care how 
honorable he is—the moment he does it, 
that man will be despised, as sure as Jesus 
was. Has he injured anybody? No. He was 
probably a good man, and esteemed by his 
neighbors, and continued so; but when 
he became a servant of God, the powers 
of darkness were let loose upon him; men 
began to persecute him and speak evil of 
him, and his name was cast out as evil. This 
is the lot of every man that receives the 
truth—I don’t care where he comes from. 
In the United States, England, Ireland, 
Scotland, Wales, France, Switzerland, 
Germany, or any part of the world, you 
will find the same spirit existing; and if you 
were to ask our persecutors, they could not 
tell you the cause of their doing it. But al-
though they cannot explain the cause, yet 
it is “God damn the Mormons!” Ask them,
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