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Have they injured you? No, they have

not. Have they taken anything from you,

or robbed you of your liberty? No, they

have not. But still it is, "God damn

the Mormons!" And the simple reason

why they cannot tell the cause is because

they do not know by what spirit they are

governed and controlled. If they knew

by what spirit they were governed, they

would know why they are constantly us-

ing their influence against the workers

of righteousness. You may go back to

the Apostolic dispensation. Take Peter,

James, and John, and inquire who in-

terfered with them before they became

Christians, while they were fishermen?

And supposing they had a knock down

about the separation and division of the

fish, no matter: they were all one; they

were of the world, all pulling in the same

net, one with the world. After awhile

they became Christians, and then they

were persecuted from city to city, from

state to state, and their names were

cast out as evil. Take Jesus for exam-

ple: what harm did he do? He healed

the sick, opened the eyes of the blind,

and unstopped the ears of the deaf. He

found some rascals in the Temple, it is

true, and took a whip and drove them

out, and said, "It is written, my house

shall be a house of prayer, and you have

made it a den of thieves." This, of course,

made a disturbance. Jesus amazed them

by teaching them good principles, by

telling them of their evils, exposing their

iniquities, and telling them that they

were whited walls and painted sepul-

chres. But it was the truth. They did

not wish to hear it: they loved darkness

rather than light. That was the kind of

feeling and state of things then, and it is

the same now. Truth has precisely the

same effect now that it had then, and

I presume it always will have. And if

they will have done these things in the

green tree, what will they do in the dry?

A good man is willing to have his

deeds brought to light. He don't care how

big a light it is. He is willing to say, "If

there is any wickedness in me, search me

and let it be seen." But not so with many

of the religious professors and hypocrites

of the present day. Like the ancient

Pharisees, these modern sepulchres, the

moment you open them, are discovered

to be filled with nothing but rottenness

and dead men's bones. And these whited

walls are the same: there is the same

hypocrisy; and whenever you examine

them, there is nothing but rottenness

and corruption. They might as well com-

plain of the sun shining as to complain

of the establishment and spread of truth.

The workers of iniquity love darkness

rather than light, because their deeds

are evil. If the evil did not exist, the light

could not make it manifest. All the harm

we have ever done the world is to tell

them the truth as God has revealed it,

and seek to make them happy. For doing

this we have been persecuted, and expect

it.

Peter, in speaking of this subject,

said—"Beloved, think it not strange con-

cerning the fiery trial which is to try you,

as though some strange thing happened

unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as ye

are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that,

when his glory shall be revealed, ye may

be glad also with exceeding joy." (1 Pe-

ter iv. 12, 13.) He might just as well

have told them that it would be so, so

long as there was a God in heaven and

a Devil in hell; and it is absolutely nec-

essary that it should be so. Concerning

these matters, I do not have any trou-

ble. What if we have to suffer affliction!

We came here for that purpose: we came

in order that we might be purified; and

this is intended to give us a knowledge

of God, of our weakness and strength,

of our corruptions, and to develop the

evils that are within us—to give us


