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life, I received them from the Lord. It
was the Almighty that gave them to me;
and if they are taken away, I ought to say
with Job, "The Lord gave, and the Lord
taketh away; blessed be the name of the
Lord." Was not that a good feeling that
Job possessed? And do you not think
we should have similar feelings? I don't
think that these "damned Gentiles," as
some of you term them, have so much
to do with it as you suppose. They are
servants to whom they yield themselves
servants to obey; and therefore I do not
think you ought to blame so much as you
do, for they are under an influence that
they cannot resist, and are merely doing
the will of their father. They calumni-
ate you and they lie, as you say, like the
Devil. But, bless you, they cannot help
it, and the Lord permits it to be so. They
cannot do any more than they are per-
mitted to do. It is just as the Scriptures
say—"The wrath of man shall praise me,
and the remainder of wrath I will re-
strain, and I will put in order and accom-
plish my purpose upon the earth." Now,
if it was not the Sabeans, the Philistines,
and the lightning that did all this to Job,
I do not think it is the Missourians, but it
is their father, who is—Where? [Laugh-
ter.] We ought not to complain of our po-
sition, I think. I do not want to complain.
I never have felt a spirit of faultfinding
or complaining.

From what I have quoted from the
Book of Job, you discover that the Devil
was accustomed in those days to ap-
pear before the Lord, as he has done in
these last days; and I can assure you
that he has been above once. In re-
gard to Job he said, "I have tried him,
and only let me touch his body: skin
for skin, all that a man hath will he
give for his life." "Well," says the Lord,
"he is in your hands, only you shall
spare his life." The Devil then smote
him with boils, and Job began to curse
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things around him, and it appears that
the Devil was pretty near right about it.

But Job would not deny his God. He
was firm in his integrity, and he pos-
sessed the spirit of revelation, had a
right kind of belief in God—in futurity,
and was submissive to the will of the
Almighty. It is said that he got mad: and
who would not be? I do not know that the
Lord would be displeased with a man for
getting mad when the Devil was let loose
upon him. At any rate, we are informed
that, "In all this Job sinned not."

I remember hearing a woman say in
Missouri, "I'll be damned if I will stand
it any longer; for this is the fifth house
the mob have burned down for me in
less than two years." Job did not feel
so. He was indeed severely tried; but
when he came down to sober reflection,
he said in his heart, "The Sabeans may
take my asses, and the Chaldeans may
fall upon my servants, and kill them and
steal my sheep, and my house be thrown
down with the storm, and I may lie in
the ashes, and men that I would not as-
sociate with the dogs of my flocks may
wear away my life, and my body may go
to dust; yet, though worms prey upon it,
in my flesh shall I see God. Naked I came
into the world, and naked I shall go out:
blessed be the name of the Lord." Was
not this a good feeling to manifest? Let
us try to imitate it and acknowledge the
chastening rod of the Almighty.

Now, I will consider the character of
Jesus for a short time. I will take him
for an example, and ask why he was per-
secuted and afflicted? Why was he put
to death? We are told by the Apostle
that it was necessary for him, of whom
are all things, to make the captain of our
salvation perfect through suffering. It
was absolutely necessary that he should



