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Now, suppose that the President of

the United States should issue a man-

ifesto ordering the "Mormons" to leave

or be destroyed, who would care? If I

were to express my feelings, I should

say it was exceedingly mean. Suppose

he should send another army here, who

would care about it? We are in the hands

of God, and he can say as he said to the

Devil in regard to Job. Do you think any-

body can injure or take the lives of God's

people, unless he permits it? No; there is

no power this side of heaven that can do

it. God controls his people and his peo-

ple's affairs, and there is no power can

interfere farther than he lets them. Now,

who is hurt? Why a lot of the folks were

tremendously scared when those soldiers

were sent out! (Laughter.) Were you not

very much afraid? I will admit that some

few felt afraid; but was there anything

the matter? No, there was nothing the

matter in particular. If the Lord wanted

to have me killed, I would just as soon be

killed as not. I do not believe in a religion

that has not got all my affections; but I

believe in a religion that I can live for

or die for. I am not talking about things

that I do not understand. I have wrestled

with death, and had the Devil aiming at

me, and I cared nothing for it. Let me be

deprived of this hope, and my religion is

vain. I would just join in upon the prin-

ciple that the Gentiles do—viz., "Let us

eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow

we die." It is for us to act upon the prin-

ciple that we started upon—to trust and

have faith in God—to let this influence

us in our acts one towards another.

Let us now turn and examine

ourselves. Why did you become

a "Mormon?" Simply because you

wanted to be saved, and to work

righteousness by keeping your spir-

its and bodies pure. Did you not in

times past hope that you would be-

come pure by obedience to the Gospel

and helping to build up the kingdom of

God? How do you expect to bring this

about now? Do you expect to do it by

riotousness and indulging in rowdyism?

Has the Gospel changed? Or how is it?

I observed that there are some very

good scholars among us who can learn

some things very quickly. There are

some men who call themselves Elders

that are trying if they cannot swear bet-

ter than the Gentiles. Now, let such men

go before God with their mouths full of

foulness, or get their families together to

ask God to bless them, and see what lib-

erty they have. Such acts are the result

of ignorance, blindness, and corruption.

Are such going to be saviors upon Mount

Zion? Some of these are Elders who are

going to teach the people the ways of sal-

vation!

This reminds me of a man that went

from Liverpool to introduce me into Ire-

land. He told the people what a glorious

Gospel we had got, and what blessings

were in reserve for the faithful, and he

was drunk three parts of his time. He

was a pretty messenger of life!

I consider that all such persons ought

to be ashamed of themselves. I would

like to see these things stopped; and if

you won't stop them, I will tell you one

thing that will stop—you will cease to

have the Spirit of God upon you to give

you light and intelligence, and you will

cease to be Saints of the Most High God.

You will go back into darkness and folly,

like the sow that was washed and again

returns to her wallowing in the mire. I

would like to see all the Saints do bet-

ter than the Gentiles, for they do not

pretend to be religious. I would like

to see the Gentiles also do better; and

if there are any of them here, I hope

they will pay attention to this. It is


