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the principles of the holy Priesthood.

God has given man an agency, and it

behooves us to understand and practice

the principles of life—to live our religion

and walk humbly with our God, living

according to the laws and regulations of

the holy Priesthood so far as it is re-

vealed.

The principles of eternal life that are

set before us are calculated to exalt us to

power and preserve us from decay. If we

choose to take the opposite course and to

imbibe and practice the principles that

tend to death, the fault is with ourselves.

If we fail to obtain the salvation we are

seeking for, we shall acknowledge that

we have secured to ourselves every re-

ward that is due to us by our acts, and

that we have acted in accordance with

the independent agency given us, and we

shall be judged out of our own mouths

whether we are justified or condemned.

When meditating upon matters as

they are passing, I am happy and re-

joice that things are as they are. You

do not often see me in this building, nei-

ther do I often address you, neither do

I wish at present; but I want every-

thing to be shaken that can be shaken,

that those who remain will be stead-

fastly determined to serve their God.

As I have often said, I would rather

be associated with a dozen men who

would live their religion than to have

the whole world for my companions to

bear off the kingdom to all nations. I

would rather see the people leave, until

there are not ten men left in the moun-

tains, than to see what I see and hear

what mine ears have to hear—the blas-

phemy, corruption, wickedness, dishon-

esty one with another, and running af-

ter the Devil, and ready to strike hands

wherever they meet him. I want to

see those who will not live their religion

sifted out. Let them float off, and let the

few who will live their religion—who will

live for God, remain until they are like

the gold that is tried in the furnace seven

times.

I understand that some of the people

are remiss in coming to meeting. Do they

stay at home to weigh themselves in the

balance, to know whether they are actu-

ally in possession of the religion that we

profess? Or are their eyes, like the fool's,

in the ends of the earth, looking for a

good job here, and a bargain there, and

a speculation yonder? You will know, by-

and-by, whether you possess the religion

you profess. The Lord will sift the people,

and the time is not far distant when he

will sift the nations with a sieve of van-

ity, and the time is at your doors when he

will hold a controversy with the nations

and will plead with all flesh, and it will

be known who is for God, and who is not.

I often ask the Father to hasten his

work—do you?—to hasten his Zion upon

the earth, and his work upon all nations.

Have you any idea what that work is? I

am at times checked in my feelings, and

make the inquiry, Am I prepared, with

this people, to receive what will come?

Every time that my mind stretches

forth to discern what the Lord is do-

ing, to contemplate upon his goings forth

among the nations, and what he is bring-

ing about, according to all the sayings

of the Prophets and the designs of his

Son Jesus Christ, and to reflect upon

the nations of the earth as they now

are and will be, I ask myself, Am I pre-

pared for all this? Are the people called

Latter-day Saints prepared for all this?

I am checked in my feelings in a mo-

ment. Are you? Or do you think that

you are ready? Suppose that the Lord

should make his appearance in his glory,

how many in this Tabernacle could abide

the day of his coming? Is there an indi-

vidual in the valleys of the mountains, or


