
On Sunday last I took the liberty to in-
vite the different Wards of this city to hold 
their fast meeting here today, and I now 
wish those who possess the Spirit of God 
to occupy the time. By the utterance of 
the mouth, the feeling and impulses of the 
heart are made known; and I wish to know 
how the brethren feel. Let those who enjoy 
the power of the holy Gospel build up their 
brethren and inspire them with a spark of 
that inward and eternal influence that will 
kindle into a flame of true devotion.

When the eternal living principles of the 
Gospel of the Son of God are implanted 
in the heart of a genuine intelligent being, 
they do not leave him when the wicked 
present their blandishments and the un-
godly their enticements to swerve the 
godly and the righteous from the paths 
of rectitude. I put it down for a fact that 
those who will give way to wickedness do 
not belong to the elect. With me it is a fact 
that persons of sound sense, and possessing 
correct principles, and striving for eternal 
life, will not exchange those principles for 
a gill of whiskey or a pinch of snuff, nor 
cast them aside for every stranger who  
meets them and says, “How I love  
you!” Such persons, when convinced 
that the sun shines, that it was dark last 
night, that it stormed yesterday, that the  
river Jordan runs from Utah Lake and

empties into Great Salt Lake, that there are 
mountains on our right and left, do not, 
after sleeping for five minutes, wake up and 
dispute those facts, and declare it nonsense 
to believe that we are here, and that we 
might as well at once cease all efforts to do 
right.

We must meet periods of trial, or how 
can we prove that we have faith, and do 
actually permit the power of the sensibility 
placed within us by our Creator to have its 
free, untrammeled course? And those who 
can be led away by the enticements of the 
servants of the Evil One do not belong to 
the number of the elect.

It is a pity that the Latter-day Saints who 
live here, who say that they have embraced 
the Gospel of eternal life, and are willing 
to sacrifice all for their salvation, or to give 
up all for Christ, should be bought over by 
a gill of whiskey. After they have traveled 
thousands of miles for their religion—for 
their faith, it is pitiable to see some enticed 
from their integrity through the proffering, 
by the wicked, of a fancied good job—of a 
little speculation. The Lord intends to know 
whether we will be led away in this manner 
and destroy ourselves with such trifles; and 
for this reason temptations are permitted.

You  r emember  my  exp r e s s i on s  
of  my feel ings a year ago, both in  
public and in private.  I  wanted to  
travel from one end of this Territory to
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