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I have this moment been requested

to address the people upon the subject

of a theocratical form of government, or

upon that particular form of government

called the kingdom of God. I will read

a few passages from the book of Daniel

the Prophet relating to governments in

general—

"And in the days of these kings shall

the God of heaven set up a kingdom,

which shall never be destroyed: and the

kingdom shall not be left to other peo-

ple, but it shall break in pieces and con-

sume all these kingdoms, and it shall

stand forever. Forasmuch as thou sawest

that the stone was cut out of the moun-

tains without hands, and that it brake

in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay,

the silver, and the gold; the great God

hath made known to the king what shall

come to pass hereafter: and the dream

is certain, and the interpretation thereof

sure." (See Daniel ii. 44, 45.)

"Thou sawest till that a stone was cut

out without hands, which smote the im-

age upon his feet that were of iron and

clay, and brake them to pieces. Then

was the iron, the clay, the brass, the sil-

ver, and the gold, broken to pieces to-

gether, and became like the chaff of the

summer threshingfloors; and the wind

carried them away, that no place was

found for them: and the stone that smote

the image became a great mountain, and

filled the whole earth." (See 34th and

35th verses.)

"And the kingdom and dominion, and

the greatness of the kingdom under the

whole heaven, shall be given to the peo-

ple of the saints of the most High, whose

kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and

all dominions shall serve and obey him."

(See Daniel vii. 27.)

The form of government given to man

immediately after the creation was theo-

cratical; that is, the Creator became the

great Lawgiver. He appointed the offi-

cers of that government, established his

own authority, and arranged all things

after his own order, which is eternal. He

himself instituted the same form of gov-

ernment here in this creation that he es-

tablished in other kingdoms, worlds, or

creations, so far as the capacities and

circumstances of the inhabitants would

permit. Hence such a government might

in reality be termed a theocracy, be-

cause God was the author of the laws,

forms, and institution of the same. Af-

ter a period of time, men departed from

God, apostatized from the form of gov-

ernment instituted from heaven; and,

still thinking that it was needful and

necessary to have some kind of govern-

ment, in order to control the people and

keep them within due bounds of subjec-

tion, they concluded to form and estab-

lish governments of their own, according


