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and such a thing as the kingdom of God

was entirely unknown among them. It

did not exist either in a concentrated or

scattered form. Instead of a theocratical

government, or one of Divine origin, you

could behold nothing but empires, abso-

lute and limited monarchies, kingdoms,

principalities, dukedoms, republics, and

heterogeneous masses of conflicting rev-

olutionary elements, thrown together, as

if by some fortuitous circumstances, fo-

menting, igniting, and belching forth the

hot lava of destruction, swallowing up

millions of unhappy beings, and over-

whelming all countries with desolation,

misery, and death.

Next, let us turn to the ancient his-

tory of this great Western hemisphere.

We are informed by the sacred and Di-

vine record, called the Book of Mor-

mon, that the kingdom of God flour-

ished to a greater extent here than in

the Eastern world. On this Western

hemisphere the kingdom of God was es-

tablished by the personal appearance of

our Lord and Savior after his resurrec-

tion. Twelve disciples were appointed

on this land to administer the Gospel,

laws, and institutions of that kingdom.

They went forth preaching, prophesy-

ing, working miracles, receiving revela-

tions, and administering with authority

Divine laws, Divine ordinances—calling,

appointing, and ordering in every de-

partment of the kingdom—inspired offi-

cers holding Divine authority to judge,

to execute the laws, to govern in all

things according to the mind of the

King of heaven, whom they saw, and

whose voice they heard, and whom they

obeyed in all the affairs of govern-

ment. This was a theocracy indeed—

a national theocracy established in its

pure form. And the ancient Israelites

of America became universally a favored

and happy people. Their greatest set-

tlements were in Central America and

the northern portions of South America.

However, about three hundred years af-

ter Christ, their settlements extended

from Cape Horn in the South to the

frozen regions in the North—from the

Atlantic on the East to the great Pacific

on the West. Large cities were built on

various parts of the land, arts and sci-

ences flourished, and millions of happy

beings rejoiced in the blessings of univer-

sal peace and liberty. This happy condi-

tion of things continued for some three

centuries, when they began to apostatize

and contend one with another, building

up a variety of sects and parties on this

Western hemisphere, as well as in the

Old World.

At length one portion of the nation

was permitted to overpower the other.

Those who survived the overwhelming

judgments of war and famine were left

only to sink into the lowest depths of

degradation and misery. Their descen-

dants are called by us American Indians.

Thus we see that the kingdom of God did

not exist to our knowledge, either on the

Eastern or Western hemispheres of our

globe for many generations. It became

entirely extinct from the earth about

four centuries after the Christian era,

and there was nothing left on the face of

the wide earth but the wisdom of man,

the governments of man, the religion of

man, the power of man, and the rule

of man. God, angels, prophets, revela-

tors, and every vestige of Divine author-

ity and government were excluded from

every nation under heaven and wholly

rooted out of the earth. This was the be-

nighted, woeful, lamentable condition in

which the year 1830 found the children

of men, both on this continent and on the

great Eastern hemisphere.

Governments! Yes, they have

multiplied governments upon govern-

ments. There are scores of them to

be found in Europe, and scores to


