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They would not suffer a Prophet of God
to come into their midst and dictate the
laws that should be adopted by the na-
tion. They would show him the door.
They would call upon the officers that
are appointed to keep order in that hon-
orable assembly to put out such a charac-
ter. They would very likely say, "We will
not for a moment listen to him, though
he may profess to be inspired, and to
have received heavenly visions, and to
have seen God, and talked with him face
to face, as Moses, Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob did; yet we will let him know that
he must not come among us and under-
take to dictate us as to the kind of laws
we shall pass. This is not a theocratic
form of government, and therefore we
will not listen to him."

In ancient times, we find even kingly
powers bowed to Prophets and Revela-
tors. Nebuchadnezzar, in all his glory,
could give heed to the Prophet Daniel—
could listen to the interpretation of his
own dream. He believed in Prophets.
But the people of these latter times have
strayed so far from a theocratical form
of government that they do not even be-
lieve in such things as dreams and vi-
sions inspired of God; hence it would be a
difficult matter for such a man as Daniel
to approach the august assembly annu-
ally convened at the capitol.

I have often contrasted, in my re-
flections, the faith of the present na-
tions of Christendom with the faith
of the ancient Egyptians and Babylo-
nians. These nations, as wicked as
they were, did believe in the spirit of
prophecy and revelation; they did re-
ceive a Prophet. Hence we find the
Egyptians exalting a Joseph from a dun-
geon, because he had a dream, and be-
cause he gave the true interpretation
thereof. Said Pharaoh, "There is no
man among us that is so able to dic-
tate, guide, and direct the affairs of
this nation as this man. He has had
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a dream. The Lord has revealed to him
something about our future condition—
what is to take place in Egypt and in
the surrounding nations. The Lord has
revealed to him that there are to be
seven years of plenty and seven years of
famine. What man is so well fitted to
stand next to me in authority, to dictate
and guide the affairs of this people in re-
gard to the approaching famine? Let him
be exalted and honored."

Would they thus honor a Prophet in
this day? No. They would say, "He
is a false, visionary character, and is
not fit for a Justice of the Peace, or for
any other office of the least responsibil-
ity." The inhabitants of great Babylon—
one of the most popular nations on the
earth, having gone forth, conquering
and to conquer, until the Jewish na-
tions and all nations were brought in
subjection to them, still had confidence
in Prophets; and their great king Neb-
uchadnezzar, surrounded with all the
magnificence of power, and sitting on
his throne, dreamed a dream, and he
had confidence there was something in
it. He did not despise the Spirit of reve-
lation as the American Congress would,
or as the kings, emperors, and nobles
of the earth at this day would do; but
he considered it indicative of something
in the future; and a proclamation was
sent forth among all the wise men of
Babylon, commanding them to reveal his
dream and the interpretation thereof, or
they should be put to death. About the
time they were to carry out the sentence
of the king, and put to death the as-
trologers and wise men of great Baby-
lon, Daniel exclaimed, "Why is the de-
cree so hasty from the king?" and de-
sired of the king that he would give
him time, and that he would show the
king the interpretation. Through the
prayer of faith, the secret was revealed
to Daniel, and he came before the king
and said, "Thou, O king, sawest, and



