THEOCRACY.

beheld a great image. This great image,
whose brightness was excellent, stood
before thee; and the form thereof was
terrible. This image's head was of fine
gold, his breast and his arms of silver,
his belly and his thighs of brass, his legs
of iron, his feet part of iron and part of
clay. Thou sawest till that a stone was
cut out without hands, which smote the
image upon his feet that were of iron and
clay, and brake them to pieces. Then was
the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver,
and the gold broken to pieces together,
and became like the chaff of the summer
threshingfloors; and the wind carried
them away, that no place was found for
them; and the stone that smote the im-
age became a great mountain, and filled
the whole earth. This is the dream."

I will now relate the substance of the
interpretation. This great image which
you saw represents the successive king-
doms of the world, down to the setting up
of the kingdom of God. The head of gold
represents the great kingdom over which
you reign; the breast and arms of sil-
ver represent another kingdom inferior
to thee, that shall succeed thy kingdom,
which all commentators agree was the
kingdom of the Medes and Persians. The
belly and thighs of brass represent an-
other kingdom which shall succeed the
Medes and Persians, which all agree in
saying was the Macedonian empire. The
legs of iron represent the next in succes-
sion which shall have universal domin-
ion. All agree that the fourth represents
the Roman empire. The feet of iron and
clay represent the ten kingdoms which
shall spring out from the broken frag-
ments of the Roman empire. Govern-
ments in their weak and divided state
were to have place on the earth until the
kingdom of God should be set up in the
last days.

The kingdom of God was entirely
distinct from this great image. It
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formed no part of it, but it was repre-
sented as a stone cut out of the moun-
tain without hands. That stone smote
the image on the feet—not on the head,
nor upon any other portion of the body:
it was first to commence its operations
upon the feet and toes of the great im-
age; and then the feet, toes, legs, breast,
arms, and head were to be broken to
pieces, and become like the chaff of the
summer threshingfloors; and the wind
was to carry away the whole image, and
there was to be no place to be found
for it, while the little stone was to in-
crease to such a magnitude that it should
fill the whole earth; and the dominion,
even the greatness of the dominion un-
der the whole heavens was to be given
to the Saints of the Most High. This is
the true interpretation of this remark-
able prophetic dream.

It is not my intention this morning to
say much concerning the particular re-
lations which the kingdom of God will
have towards the religious views of men
and nations. This department of this
great subject was so ably investigated by
our President, Sabbath before last, that I
should esteem it a folly for me to attempt
to throw any new light upon it. Indeed,
it would be very difficult to find language
to express the ideas more clearly and
plainly than they were expressed by him.

My object has been this morning to
take another branch of this subject, and
show you the times and the seasons of
establishing a theocracy upon the earth,
and perhaps say something about its fi-
nal triumph.

From what has been said, we can
perceive that some parts of Daniel's
prophecy have already been fulfilled.
The predictions were of such a charac-
ter that no man by his own wisdom,
in the days of Daniel, could have possi-
bly foreseen those far-off events. What
man, by his own human wisdom, could
for a moment have supposed that the



