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kingdom of the Medes and Persians

would overthrow the great empire of

Babylon, in the way that it was fore-

told by Daniel? Again, what man,

uninspired, could have foreseen that

the Greek empire, under the govern-

ment and rule of Alexander, would go

forth and overthrow the Medes and Per-

sians, and bear rule over all the earth;

and finally, that he should die, and the

kingdom be divided among four of his

generals?—which is all clearly foretold

in the 7th and 8th chapters of Daniel.

What man, by his own sagacity, with-

out the inspiration of the Almighty, could

have understood that a great iron king-

dom should arise, and be diverse from all

the other kingdoms, and should break in

pieces and devour the whole earth, and

stamp them down with oppression and

tyranny?—which it is well known was

done by the great Roman empire. All

these things were fulfilled literally.

Again, what human foresight could

have predicted that this great kingdom

should be overcome and broken up, and

that the fragments should compose the

modern kingdoms of Europe, together

with those governments that have emi-

grated from Europe to this western con-

tinent? All these prophecies have been

literally fulfilled. Why, then, not look

for the kingdom of God to arise literally

from the mountains as a little stone, to

break in pieces the great image? If one

portion of the prophecy has been liter-

ally fulfilled, why not look for the literal

fulfillment of the balance? I expect the

literal fulfillment of that prophecy relat-

ing to the Saints of the last days aris-

ing like a small stone unconnected with

this image, and disunited from all forms

of government, both civil and ecclesiasti-

cal. I look for such a kingdom to arise,

with a separate form of government, and

to continue, and prevail, and progress,

until the dominion and the great-

ness of the dominion under the whole

heavens shall be given to the Saints of

the Most High. I look for that to be ful-

filled literally, just as much as I know

the other to have been fulfilled literally.

I know that it is often argued, by those

who profess to be wise men, that the

kingdom represented by this little stone

cut out of the mountain took its rise

1,800 years ago. Let us examine this,

for it is of the greatest importance that

we should understand the times and the

seasons.

Daniel said that the kingdom which

was to be established in the last days

never should be destroyed, nor left

to other people, but should exist for-

ever, and increase until the whole earth

should be filled by the Saints of the Most

High. How did it happen with the king-

dom of Christ that was set up in an-

cient times? I have already related it;

but I will again briefly state that the

kingdom of God, set up 1,800 years ago,

did not fulfil the terms of the prophecy.

It was not set up at the proper time.

The whole image which Nebuchadnez-

zar saw was not then standing complete

from the head of gold to the feet of iron

and clay, which should have been the

case before the stone is cut out of the

mountain without hands. Did it stand

complete 1,800 years ago? No. Where

were the iron legs in all their power

and grandeur? Where were the feet and

toes, that were part of iron and part

of potter's clay? Or, in other words,

the ten kingdoms which were to succeed

the great empire of Rome? In the days

of the ancient kingdom of Christ they

were not in existence. The image was

not complete: it lacked the lower por-

tions; it lacked the legs and feet of iron

and clay. It is true, the Roman empire

then existed, but not as the great west-

ern and eastern portions. It is known,

that it was long after Christ before Rome

was divided into two kingdoms repre-

senting the two iron legs. The capital


