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the governments of America of European

origin. Thus the location of the im-

age is known, its head being in Asia,

and the other extremity in America. No

part is lacking. It lies stretched out

over lands and seas, occupying nearly

the whole of the two great hemispheres

of our globe. The old, wrinkled, worn-out

monster seems ready to break in pieces.

All that seems to be necessary is for some

power, distinct and independent, to set

the old thing crumbling, and its final dis-

solution will soon follow. Such a power

will be the kingdom of God cut from

the mountain. The location of the stone

of the mountain could not be in Asia,

Africa, or Europe, nor upon any distant

island of the sea; but it must be in Amer-

ica, near the extremities of the feet and

toes. This mountain kingdom could not

be found in the low countries of America,

but in some high, elevated region.

There is no country which would bet-

ter answer the terms of the predicted

location than that elevated region bor-

dering upon the great Rocky Mountain

chain. A kingdom in that high region

might well be called a mountain king-

dom, and be thus designated by the in-

spired Daniel. Its proximity to the west-

ern extremity of the image would almost

preclude the idea of any other mountain-

ous location.

But to establish such a kingdom,

some one must receive Divine authority.

And what is the testimony of the Latter-

day Saints in regard to the calling of any-

one in this Church? We want now to

test ourselves. Are we the kingdom of

God that was to be established in the last

days? Or are we not? Have we the char-

acteristics of that kingdom? Have we

been called in that way and manner that

the servants of God in ancient days were

called?

To answer this question, let us go

back to Joseph Smith—the one that or-

ganized this Church by the command-

ment of the Almighty. When, where, and

howwere you, Joseph Smith, first called?

How old were you? And what were your

qualifications? I was between fourteen

and fifteen years of age. Had you been

to college? No. Had you studied in any

seminary of learning? No. Did you know

how to read? Yes. How to write? Yes.

Did you understand much about arith-

metic? No. About grammar? No. Did

you understand all the branches of edu-

cation which are generally taught in our

common schools? No. But yet you say the

Lord called you when you were but four-

teen or fifteen years of age? How did he

call you? I will give you a brief history as

it came from his ownmouth. I have often

heard him relate it.

He was wrought upon by the Spirit

of God, and felt the necessity of repent-

ing of his sins and serving God. He re-

tired from his father's house a little way,

and bowed himself down in the wilder-

ness, and called upon the name of the

Lord. He was inexperienced, and in

great anxiety and trouble of mind in re-

gard to what church he should join. He

had been solicited by many churches to

join with them, and he was in great

anxiety to know which was right. He

pleaded with the Lord to give him wis-

dom on the subject; and while he was

thus praying, he beheld a vision, and saw

a light approaching him from the heav-

ens; and as it came down and rested

on the tops of the trees, it became

more glorious; and as it surrounded him,

his mind was immediately caught away

from beholding surrounding objects. In

this cloud of light he saw two glorious

personages; and one, pointing to the

other, said, "Behold My Beloved Son.

Hear ye Him!" Then he was instructed

and informed in regard to many things


