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tablishment of the kingdom of God and
those systems established by man. If
the Church was permitted to prosper, he
feared that his time was short. With
the hopes of destroying the kingdom, the
Devil waged war against the Saints in
Jackson County, and 1,200 men, women,
and children were scattered abroad in
the cold months of November and De-
cember, 1833, wandering houseless and
homeless, without food or fire, over the
wild prairies and desolate wilderness of
that country, pursued on every side by
ruthless mobs. After this they settled on
the north side of the Missouri River, in
Clay County, where they resided some
two years; they were again forced to
leave, and sought refuge from their per-
secutors still further north, in the unset-
tled portions of the State. In the mean-
time, the Saints in Kirtland were forced
to leave their homes, fleeing from their
enemies into Missouri. In 1839, they
were driven out of Missouri into Illinois.
In 1844, the great Prophet of this last
dispensation was murdered while under
the pledged protection of the Governor
of Illinois. In the winter of 1846, some
fifteen or twenty thousand were forcibly
expelled from their homes in Illinois. In
the summer following, the sick, and the
poor, and the aged, whose circumstances
had not permitted them to accompany
their brethren, were cannonaded out of
Nauvoo.

In the midst of these most inhuman
and dreadful persecutions, the United
States called for five hundred of these
suffering, wandering exiles to leave their
families upon the Plains in the midst of
wild savages, without shelter or food, to
fight the battles of the nation against
Mexico. In 1847, after incredible hard-
ships and suffering, the Saints arrived in
these mountains.

The object of our persecutors in
driving us here was to destroy the
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kingdom. They threatened us with ut-
ter extermination if we stopped short of
these mountains. They supposed that,
when once here, our destruction would
be inevitable. "On those arid and sterile
deserts they cannot subsist; famine will
speedily waste them away: we shall be
rid of them." These were their expecta-
tions. But the Lord had another object
in view in suffering us to be driven into
these elevated regions: he intended to
fulfil the prediction of Daniel, that the
stone might be located in its appropri-
ate place, and be more fully organized
and prepared against the day when it
should be taken from the mountain to
fulfil the purposes of Jehovah, and itself
to become a great mountain and fill the
whole earth.

While down yonder in those low coun-
tries, the stone was not in the right place:
it was not fully organized. They drove
us into these mountains; and when we
arrived, we found now and then a small
valley, and here and there a bush grow-
ing, covered with crickets so thickly that
you could scarcely see the limbs. It
looked dreary to many to see nothing but
parched grass, barren land, and crickets
in abundance, eating up everything in
the form of vegetation. We began to build
houses; but I need not give you the his-
tory of the particulars during the twelve
years of our sojourn here. Look abroad
in this Territory: behold the flourishing
settlements, forming almost a continu-
ous chain for some 400 miles north and
south. Look at this city for a sample. Do
not our comfortable buildings, our public
works, our extensive improvements tes-
tify before heaven and earth, God, an-
gels, and men, that the Latter-day Saints
have been an industrious people, if noth-
ing else? Look at the amount of labor re-
quired of men here to make a living that
is not required in a more fertile region.
A man has to spend two or three tedious



