
were for the first time informed that the 
whole nation, with ourselves and the army, 
had been laboring under an entire mis-
take—that the President had no intentions 
against the people of Utah, but was merely 
wishing to establish some military posts.

If the nation had been informed of this 
one year before, what terrible commotion 
and excitement would have been avoided? 
But the President, no doubt, enjoyed the 
joke at the nation’s expense. The kingdom 
of God is destined to stand forever and fill 
the whole earth. How are our enemies go-
ing to help themselves? They have tried 
to do something, but we are here in our 
habitation yet; but if not, the kingdom of 
God would roll on. We are occupying our 
farms yet; but if not, the kingdom of God 
would roll on. Generally speaking, we are 
alive yet; but if half of us were dead, the 
kingdom of God would roll on. And as yet 
our houses are not burned, our crops de-
stroyed, nor our cattle killed off; but if they 
were, the kingdom of God would roll on.

Neither the United States’ army nor 
all the armies of the earth can destroy the 
kingdom. All that we claim is, as I have 
stated heretofore, in relation to ourselves, 
the right guaranteed to us by the American 
Constitution. We do not ask for any other 
rights: we ask for no more privileges under 
that Constitution than what are enjoyed by 
the people of every other Territory of the 
American Union. And even these rights we 
do not ask for: they are ours without asking 
for them. We do not beg for them: we will 
not bemoan ourselves so much as to crouch 
to the Congress of the United States to ask 
for rights that we are already in possession 
of, and that every American citizen should 
enjoy here upon this boasted land of free-
dom.

What! Ask for that which we already 
possess, which is guaranteed to us by

the great Constitution of our country, 
and which was purchased for us by the 
blood of our noble ancestors! No; we will 
do no such thing! We will take the privi-
leges already ours, and enjoy them, until 
force shall deprive us of them; and this is 
the feeling which every American citizen 
should have. Every person in the States, as 
well as in the Territories, who has the least 
particle of the blood of freedom running 
in his veins, should maintain the dignity 
of the Constitution of our country and the 
national laws, and should esteem them as 
the great shield and bulwark of our defense 
against tyranny and oppression, and should 
maintain them inviolate, and claim them, 
if it be necessary, to the shedding of the 
last drop of blood that runs in his veins. 
We should claim them to the last, and say, 
Those rights are ours, and we will maintain 
them or die! These are my feelings.

The kingdom of God is here. Is it a 
theocracy? Yes, so far as ecclesiastical law 
is concerned. Is there anything in the 
Constitution of this Government that pre-
vents us from establishing any kind of laws 
that we please to govern us ecclesiastically, 
so long as we do not infringe upon the 
laws of the United States, or go against any 
of the rights guaranteed in the American 
Constitution? No. What is guaranteed to us 
in that noble instrument handed to us by 
our fathers? It gives every class of people, 
whether few or many, the privilege of orga-
nizing themselves, and establishing whatever 
laws they please to govern them in a Church 
capacity; and no one has a right to molest 
them. Do we hold ourselves subject to the 
civil laws? Yes. God, notwithstanding he has 
given us Church laws, has not freed us from 
the authority of the civil law. We are sub-
ject to the Constitution as much as Kansas  
is, and to the laws of the United States
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