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as much as any Territory of the nation.

Have we in any respect transgressed? If

we do not transgress the law, then let us

be free, like any other American citizens,

and let us worship God according to the

dictates of our own conscience. Search

the Book of Doctrine and Covenants of

this Church—go through all the sections

of that book, and you will find that the

voice of the Lord is unto the people, Do

this, do that, and the other thing. That is

the word of the Lord: it is the law given

to govern his Church; and the Lord says

in that book, You are bound to keep the

laws of the land; and he that keepeth my

laws hath no need to break the laws of

the land.

The Lord has not come out and said to

the Latter-day Saints, Do you go against

all human or civil laws; but the reverse:

he has given these heavenly laws while

in our infancy to govern us in a Church

capacity; and in so doing, we do not in-

fringe upon the laws of man. Again:

Here is the Book of Mormon, which con-

tains a theocratical law to govern the

Saints of God. You can find nothing in

this book that comes in contact with the

American Constitution or the laws of the

United States.

Where, then, are we transgressing

by establishing a theocratical form of

Government in the midst of this re-

public? We are not transgressing any

more than the Methodists or the Bap-

tists, or any other religious sect. All

have equal rights. I would as soon take

up the weapons of war to defend the

rights of the Presbyterians as any other

sect and party on this American Con-

tinent: they all have equal rights with

the Latter-day Saints, and therefore they

should be protected with them. I do

not know all things which are in the fu-

ture; but Daniel's prophecy has pointed

out that the little stone will smite the

image on the feet, and break in pieces

the feet, iron, clay, brass, silver, and gold,

and that the whole great fabric should

come tumbling down together with a

mighty crash. That is not fulfilled. But

one thing we do know—if they will let

us alone, we will let them alone, and

do them good; but if they illegally and

unlawfully trample on our toes, I do

not know but we shall try to fulfil that

which is in the prophecies. If they un-

dertake to oppress us and bring us down

into bondage, and deprive us of our just

rights guaranteed by the Constitution, I

do not know but the great Jehovah has

it in his mind to do unto them as they

would do unto us, if they had the power;

and I do not know but we, as Ameri-

can citizens, will be compelled to rise up

and defend our just rights and fulfil that

which is spoken by the ancient Prophets,

while merely acting in self-defense.

We calculate to maintain the Govern-

ment of the United States and the prin-

ciples of the Constitution. They were

given indirectly by the voice of inspira-

tion to our ancestors: they were given

to maintain inviolate the principles of

civil and religious liberty to all people

under heaven. Can the idolater come

here and build a temple to worship idols

in? Yes. Go into California and you will

find one erected by the Chinese: they

are worshipping dumb idols there. The

people undertook to punish them by law;

but judgment was given that inasmuch

as they did not infringe upon the rights

of others, they had a right to worship

idols. Is it the privilege of the idolater

to worship here? Is it the privilege of

the Mahometan to come here with his

many wives? It ought to be; but so far

as the local State laws are concerned,

they have deviated from the Constitu-

tion. These State laws make the Ma-

hometan divorce all his wives but one, or

else they will confine him in prison for

years. These State laws will break up his


