
characters by making false accusations. 
Some say they dare not tell their feelings, 
and feel obliged to remain silent. They, no 
doubt, tell the truth. Why do they feel so? 
This, probably, arises from some vindic-
tive feelings against a certain man or men 
whom they would injure, if they could; 
and they conclude that their brethren are 
like them and would seek their injury, if 
they should avail themselves of the privi-
lege of speaking or acting according to their 
wicked sentiments and thoughts: therefore 
they dare not develop the evil that is within 
them, lest judgment should be meted out 
to them. They know that they have evil de-
signs; they know that they would bring evil 
on their brethren, if they had the power; 
and fear seizes them: they skulk off, and in 
the midst of the enemies of this people they 
say they are conscience bound—that they 
are tied by the influence, power, or authori-
ties of this people. What is it which thus 
binds them? It is the power of evil which is 
in their own breasts: that is all that in the 
least abridges them in their privileges.

When I present the authorities of this 
Church for the Conference to vote upon, 
if there is a member here who honestly 
and sincerely thinks that any person whose 
name is presented should not hold the of-
fice he is appointed to fill, let him speak. I 
will give full liberty, not to preach sermons, 
nor to degrade character, but to briefly 
state objections; and at the proper time I 
will hear the reasons for any objections that 
may be advanced. I do not know that I can 
make a fairer proffer. I certainly would, if it 
were reasonable to do so. I would not per-
mit contention; I would not permit long 
argument here: I would appoint another 
time, and have a day set apart for such 
things. But I am perfectly willing to hear a 
person’s objections briefly stated.

The first name I shall present to

you is that of Brigham Young, President 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints. If any person can say that he 
should not be sustained in this office, say 
so. If there is no objection, as it is usual in 
the marriage ceremony of the Church of 
England, “Let them forever afterwards hold 
their peace,” and not go sniveling around, 
saying that you would like to have a better 
man, and one who is more capable of lead-
ing the Church.

[The names of the authorities and 
the votes thereon were printed in the 
Conference minutes.]

The First Presidency and the Quorum 
of the Twelve have made choice of George 
Q. Cannon to fill the vacancy in the 
Quorum of the Twelve. He is pretty gen-
erally known by the people. He has been 
raised in the Church, and was one of our 
prominent Elders in the Sandwich Islands. 
He went upon that mission when he was 
quite young. He is also known by many as 
the Editor of a paper which he published 
in California, called The Western Standard. 
He is now East, assisting in the transaction 
of business and taking charge of this year’s 
emigration. I will present his name to the 
congregation to become a member of the 
Quorum of the Twelve, to fill the vacancy 
occasioned by the death of Parley P. Pratt. 
If this is pleasing to you, you will be so 
kind as to vote accordingly.

[The vote was unanimous.]
As to evil-speaking, I will say that if men 

will do the will of God and keep his com-
mandments and do good, they may say 
what they please about me.

[The names of persons selected to go on 
missions were read, and the President con-
tinued his remarks.]

We have at times sent men on missions to 
get rid of them; but they have generally come 
back. Some think it is an imposition upon the
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