
went from my office, was to put a handful 
of coppers in my pocket to give to the poor. 
Did I feed anybody there? Yes, scores. Did 
I help anybody to America? Yes, to the last 
farthing I possessed. By keeping the office 
and doing business myself, I had money 
enough to come home; but brother Heber 
and brother Willard borrowed money and 
helped others. When we arrived home, 
were we flush with means? No; we were 
nearly destitute. I had a little clothing, and 
the most of that I gave away to poor breth-
ren. I also had one sovereign, and, by ob-
taining fifteen cents more, was able to buy 
a barrel of flour. Brother Joseph asked me 
what I was going to do. I told him that I 
did not know, but intended to rest with my 
family and friends until we ate it up, and 
then I would be ready to walk in the way 
the Lord should open before me. Joseph 
would often ask me how I lived. I told him 
I did not know—that I did my best, and 
the Lord did the rest.

Do men get rich by this everlasting 
begging? No. Those who do it will be 
poor in spirit and in purse. If you desire 
to be rich, go and preach the Gospel with 
a liberal heart, and trust in God to sus-
tain you. If you cannot by such a course 
come home with shoes, come with moc-
casins; and if you are obliged to come 
barefooted, tar the bottoms of your feet:

the sand sticking in the tar will form a sole; 
and thank God that you have arrived here 
in that way rather than in carriages. But 
no; many of our Elders must come in car-
riages: they must have gold, and silver, and 
fine clothing to enable them to flirt around 
with their wives.

Let my wives take care of themselves. 
“But,” says one, “I have gratified and pam-
pered my wives so long, were I to go away, 
what would become of them?” Leave them 
to plan and provide for themselves.

Will those Elders I am talking to today 
take the hint? Or will they follow the prac-
tice of too many, and beg, and make that 
their chief joy and occupation? If you take 
the hint, go from here without purse or 
scrip, unless the brethren give you some-
thing: leave all you can with your families, 
and do not beg creation dry. Preach the 
Gospel, gather the poor, and bring them 
home to Zion. Return naked and barefoot 
rather than come in carriages procured 
with money obtained from the poor and 
destitute. If the rich give to you, receive it 
thankfully. Return with a wheelbarrow or 
handcart, and bring some of the honest 
poor with you. If you do not pursue this 
course, I shall conclude that we have made 
a selection of groveling, worldly-minded 
men, whose brains, at least in my estima-
tion, are not as they should be.
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