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A great many things pass through my
mind, not only here, but when I am about
here, transacting business and attend-
ing to those things that devolve upon
me: yes, there are thousands of princi-
ples and ideas come into my mind in my
ruminating moments, and I frequently
wish that I could send them, like the
sound of Gabriel's trumpet, to the hearts
of the Latter-day Saints, and especially
of the Elders of Israel that dwell in these
valleys, and of all those who preside over
the people of God in the North and in
the South, in the United States, in South
America, in Europe, and in all the na-
tions of the earth, and of those on the is-
lands of the sea, and finally, of all Saints.

How do you think I feel when I see the
conduct of some of the Elders of Israel,
who are guilty of cursing and swearing
and getting drunk? I feel disgusted.

I wish the Saints abroad felt as I do.
If they did, they would come to these
valleys, if they had to come with hand-
carts, or pack their provisions upon their
backs: they would gather to the head-
quarters of the Church, for there is the
head of God's government on the earth—
the keys of power; and there is the au-
thority, and every person that comes into
this Church is connected with that au-
thority.

This is upon the same principle
that brother Pratt was speaking of

this morning. He said the main trunk of
the Church was in heaven; and I can tell
you that that is not all, for the main root
is in heaven, even in our Father and our
God, and his Son Jesus Christ; and the
moment that the Almighty sent Peter,
James, and John, and ordained Joseph
Smith an Apostle, the seed of that Priest-
hood and Church was planted: it was
planted in him; and as he received it,
he planted it first in one, and then in
another; and this Gospel has gone forth
into many parts of the earth. Still re-
member that this is one seed; that is,
it all sprang from one, the same as one
mustard seed will produce ten thousand,
and then continue to multiply so long
as it is planted; and so it is that this
Priesthood has spread and increased in
the world.

Now, we use figures as Jesus did; for
said he, "I speak unto you by parables,
but the world understand them not."
They do not understand the work of God;
they do not know that Joseph Smith was
a Prophet, or that Hyrum Smith was a
Patriarch; neither do they comprehend
that Brigham Young is an Apostle and
a Prophet. If the people in Carthage or
in Illinois had known these things, they
never would have killed Joseph.

If William Law, William Marks, and
hundreds of others had known that
Joseph was a Prophet, they would



