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not have betrayed him, nor tried to take

away his life.

Do you suppose that the people would

have killed Jesus, if they had known that

he was the Son of God? In this dis-

pensation they have killed Joseph and

Hyrum and thousands of others. Yes,

thousands of men, women, and children

have gone to their graves prematurely,

in consequence of the persecutions of

some portions of the inhabitants of the

United States; and many of those who

did not participate in the actual perse-

cutions said amen.

Do I know this? Yes, I do. I vis-

ited the cities of Washington, Baltimore,

Philadelphia, New York, and Boston,

about the time of the martyrdom of

Joseph and Hyrum Smith, and I know

that the majority of the people rejoiced in

it: still it was a shock onmany of the peo-

ple. Even now there are apostates that

are laying the foundation to kill many

others.

How do you think I feel? Why, I feel

precisely as Jesus felt under similar cir-

cumstances, and he said it would be bet-

ter that such characters should have a

millstone about their necks, and they be

sunk to the bottom of the sea.

Some who profess to be Saints and

even Elders will get drunk, fight, and

swearmost horribly. Their state and con-

dition is much worse than that of those

who do not understand the law of God,

and who have not been educated in the

principles of virtue, righteousness, pu-

rity, and holiness.

Brethren and sisters, if you feel will-

ing to do as I do, you will stay at home

and let the liquor go to hell, with those

that corrupt themselves with it. The

only wish I have to offer is, I wish

there was a little more strychnine in

it. I wish it for the sake of all those

that will not forsake their evils; for, if

I were in that position, I should wish

I was where I could not sin any more.

The present state of our society is per-

mitted for a wise purpose, and all things

have transpired according to the will of

God; but these evils and this looseness

of character that have been brought in

here were never designed for you and

me. It was published in the papers, by

Congressmen and judges and others in

authority, that they would send a peo-

ple here to improve our morals, and to

change them; so that if we had a man

to send to Congress, we might have a

dozen candidates and as many parties,

and finally be the same as they are in the

House of Representatives. But, gentle-

men, this will never be with the Latter-

day Saints. If the United States ever ad-

mit us into the Union and give us a State

Government, we will carry out the prin-

ciples of union, justice, and righteous-

ness in these mountains, according to

the will of Heaven.

Some of my brethren think that I had

better not say anything about the United

States; but they will give us a State Gov-

ernment just as soon if I talk about them

as if I never named them.

It is as I used to tell Dr. Bernhisel,

when we sent him to Congress, about the

time that plurality was preached, that

the cats were not all out of the bag yet.

I told him that the cats were going to

have kittens, and then the kittens would

have cats. But it is all right whether

they give us a State Government or not.

Still, if our Father in heaven designs that

we should have a State Government, we

shall have one, whether I say much or lit-

tle about it; and when he intends to bring

it about, he will change the minds of

the President, Cabinet, and Senate, and

House of Representatives; and he can do

it as easily as I can change this pitcher

from one side of the stand to the other,

and I know it. He handles the nations

of the earth, the President of the United


